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CHANGING OF THE UNION GUARD
Now that he's a lame duck, Dan Robert gives us the lowdown
on the remainder of his term in office, including why he's not
giving money to student bursaries ... NEWS, PAGE 2
JAMMING THE POLE
Despite poor attendance, frozen WLU students 'jammed'
University Stadium for yet another opportunity to take in
Bedouin Soundclash, amongst others ... A&E, PAGE 28
One ring to
rule them all
ADRIAN MA
News Editor
Laurier football player Dan
Mcßride has had many great
moments during his five years as
a Golden Hawk, but winning the
Vanier Cup this year is one of
those incredibly rare moments
that will define the rest of his life.
The Golden Hawks battled it
out tirelessly on the gridiron to
take home the Vanier Cup. Now
that the game is over, however,
Mcßride and his teammates find
themselves in a surprising new
fight - to raise enough money to
purchase Vanier Cup champi-
onship rings.
With no financial support
coming from the school or the
students' union, the champi-
onship football team now has to
fundraise to collect their prizes.
"We were let down for sure,"
says Mcßride. "Everyone's obvi-
ously a little disappointed. We
put in such a time commitment."
Mcßride is in the Concourse
handing out information about a
fundraising event at the Turret
set for this Thursday night. A
young lady passes by him, offer-
ing words of support and assur-
ance of her attendance. Mcßride
says students are shocked that
their football team has to pay for
their own rings.
"Everybody is just in disbelief,"
sighs Mcßride. "People just
assume that those are given to
you, or that, you know, you don't
have to pay for them. But unfor-
tunately we're in a situation
where we have to come up with
that money."
IN VAIN-lER CUP? - Fullback Dan Mcßride is "let down" WLU isn't pitching in for their championship rings.
Women's hockey
slips into second
Defending national champs falter en route to playoffs
MIKE BROWN
Sports Editor
For women's hockey bench boss
Rick Osborne, it's time to get cre-
ative. After a4-2 Saturday afternoon
loss to the Queen's Golden Gaels,
Osborne needed to try something
different in Sunday's 3-0 win over a
surging Brock Badgers club.
With the loss, the Hawks fell
from their perch atop the CIS
rankings for the first time since
winning last year's national title.
"We're a little ahead of our-
selves," explains Osborne.
"Everybody's talking about
nationals around us. Everybody's
talking about this, that and the
other thing, and these outcomes
that are way out there, so today's
game plan was to set shift-by-shift
goals and focus."
It was a focus that was lacking in
the two-goal loss to Queen's, in
which the team had trouble finish-
ing. Despite out-shooting the
Golden Gaels 38-20, they left the
Waterloo Recreation Complex
empty-handed.
The rust was evident for sec-
ond-year goaltender Morgan
Wielgosz, who returned to the
lineup after a two-week layoff
since suffering a concussion in a
win over Guelph.
"It was rough," laughed
Wielgosz, who said she was too
hesitant with the memories of
being charged still vivid in her
mind's eye.
She looked much better on
Sunday, however, stopping all 20
shots she faced including a tough
2-on-0. Brock veteran Michelle
Edgar nearly capitalized with a
pretty dangle to lose second-year
defender Andrea Bevan, but met a
brick wail in the well-positioned
keeper.
APOLOGY - On page 19 of last week's international section, the censored
image accompanying the article "Cartoon ignites Muslim furor" was not
meant to explicitly show the Prophet Muhammad, but it has been
brought to our attention that he was clearly identifiable in the Arabic text
ofthe picture. The Cord regrets the cultural ignorance of the oversight and
apologizes to anyone this may have offended.
BACK TO THE FUTURE, PART 6
The Cord continues its eight-part series looking into the muddy waters
of Laurier history. Part six details 1976-86, when WLUSU banned gay
campus clubs, The Cord defamed women's rights and someone jumped
off the seventh floor of the library ... CORD HISTORY, PAGES 12-13
- See FOOTBALL page 3
- See WOMEN, page 8
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"Me was shot in somewherewe can only describeas the face."
- The Daily Show's Rob Corrdry reporting on Dick Cheney's last victim
WORD OF THE WEEK
Diktat (dik-TAHT), noun: 1. A harsh settlementunilaterally
imposed ona defeated party. 2. An authoritative decree or
order. A diktat was imposedon the Italian women's hockey
team tonever play again after losing toCanada 16-0.
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The Cord Weeklyis the official student newspaper
of the Wilfrid Laurier University community.
Started in 1926 as the College Cord, The Cord Weekly is an
editorially independent newspaper published by Wilfrid
Laurier University Student Publications, Waterloo, a corpo-
ration without share capital. WLUSP is governed by its board
of directors.
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Opinions expressed within The Cordare those of theauthor
and do not necessarily reflect those of the Editorial Board,
TheCord, WLUSR WLU or MasterWeb Printing,
All content appearing in The Cord bears the copyright
expressly of their creator(s) and may not be used without
written consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running OS
X.2 using Adobe Creative Suite 2 (InDesign, Photoshop,
Acrobat, Distiller and Illustrator) and Quark Xpress 6.1.
Nikon D7O and Canon Rebel XT 8.0 megapixel digital cam-
eras are used for principalphotography. Adobe Acrobat and
Distiller are used to create PDF files which are burned
directly on plates tobe mounted on the printing press.
TheCord is printed by Master Web Printingand is published
every Wednesdayduring the school year except for special
editions whichare publishedas required.
The Cord's circulation for a normal Wednesday issue is 7.000
copies and enjoys a readership of over 10,000.
Cord subscription rales are $20.00 per term for addresses
within Canada.
The Cord Weekly is a proud member of the Canadian
University Press (CUP), since 2004.
The Campus Network is TheCord's national y§§B
advertising agency. '&&&-
Preamble to The Cord Constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news
and expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately
and fairly.
The Cordbelieves in a balanced and impartial presentation
of all relevant facts in a news report, and of all substantial
opinions ina matter ofcontroversy.
Thestaff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of
commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged
promptly.
When statements are made that are critical ofan individual,
or an organization, we shall give those affected the opportu-
nity to reply at the earliest time possible.
Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently
conflictsof interest and theappearance of conflicts of inter-
est will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world
around it, and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world
with a special focus on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the
communityofKitchener-Waterloo, and with a special ear to
the concerns of the students of Wilfrid Laurier University
Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by neither philosophy,
nor geographyin its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press
and freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfilled when
debate and dissent arc encouraged, both in the internal
workings of the paper, and through TheCord's contact with
the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to dowhat isright, with fear of
neither repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the
student press is to act as an agent of social awareness, and so
shall conduct the affairs of our newspaper.
News
Changing of the guard
Nearing the end of his term, Students' Union president Dan Robert reflects on the year that was and what lies ahead
Interview with Dan Robert
How do you feel about the elec-
tion ofAllan Cayenne asyour suc-
cessor?
"I'm pretty excited about it. I've
actually known Allan since the day
he set foot on this campus. I've
watched him grow throughout his
many years here. I'm very excited,
and I think the Students' Union
and students on this campus are
in very good hands next year."
The new BOD that has been elect-
ed is a fairly progressive board.
Will this make a difference next
year?
"I wouldn't say that that Board
would be any different from any
board. With a group that big you're
always going to have differing
views on things and that's the
good part of it. They're represent-
ing students from all different
areas and it's really great to have
those different ideas."
Any surprises on who got elected
to the BOD?
"To be fully honest I didn't follow
every BOD candidates' platform
very closely, so I didn't have a list
of 15 that I would compare
[laughs]. There might have been
one or two unsuccessful people
that I thought would have done a
great job and I think there might
be a small number of people that I
would find questionable."
Can you name any names?
[laughs] "The students have spo-
ken and that's what ultimately
matters."
Can you give us an update on the
Wilison Field reconstruction?
"Wilison Field ... [There] isn't too,
too much to update on that other
than the fact that all systems seem
like they're ready to go for this
summer. Waiting for the snow to
melt and the ground to thaw a tiny
bit and then the reno can start;
having everything ready for stu-
dents when they get back on cam-
pus ... everything seems in motion
for that to happen."
How about the Albert-Seagram
crosswalk?
"The city was recommending only
painting the ground, which is
what they called pedestrian treat-
ment. So we have countered that
with a letter to the city stating that
that wasn't going to meet our safe-
ty concerns and that letterwas fol-
lowed by a similar letter from the
university administration with a
similar message. So now the ball's
in their court ... We'll definitely
continue to push for something a
lot safer in that area."
Part of your own election plat-
form was to invest $50,000 into
student bursaries. You've since
decided not to follow through
with this initiative: What hap-
pened and where will the money
go?
"Basically what happened is that
[with] my research in student bur-
saries, I only had access to recent,
limited documents, and then once
[I was] in the position and doing
more research and talking to more
people, realized that the Students'
Union currently has close to a mil-
lion dollars in endowed funds for
scholarship and bursaries to go
back the students on this campus
annually"
"With that news, to me, adding
another 50,000 dollars into a pot
where that [money] was [not
going] to be a significant differ-
ence because the pot was already
so big ... [I decided] it would be
better for myself to work with the
directors to reevaluate and look at
it different ways to actually touch
students on campus with that
extra money."
"We don't have any solutions
that are jumping out right now
anymore more than the possibility
of a fee cut for next year and years
beyond. But we're still researching
into possibilities. My mindset
going into it was I didn't see a full
justification into adding a small
amount of money into a pot that
was already so large ... We'll leave it
up to the students of this campus
to get creative."
Polar Jam was this past weekend,
but attendance was less than stel-
lar - what happened there?
"I only got to run to the stadium
just as Bedouin was coming on. I
only saw the tail end of it, so what
1 saw was probably the busiest
part of the night, which still was a
little bit lower than we expected.
"With such a big event and two
schools working together for the
first time... we learned a lot from it
and it would be a shame to have
learnt so much and not be able to
do anything with that in future. I
would not be surprised if we saw
something like Polar Jam next year
and beyond."
What was the biggest challenge
you faced as WLUSU president
this year? Would you do anything
differently if you had a second
chance?
"I think it's the same challenge
that WLUSU as a whole faces every
year, which is trying to meet the
needs of all students ... at some
point you can't make everyone
happy and I think that realizing
you can't make everyone happy is
the first step. And then coming up
with how to make the most
amount of people is the next step.
"As far as different, I wouldn't do
anything differently to be honest.
I'm happy with the way WLUSU
has run this year."
How would you rate your per-
formance as WLUSU president?
"It's up to the students. It would be
interesting to hear the students
feedback on that. You'll get a range
I'm sure ... there's no middle
ground from what I've seen.
So, what's next for Dan Robert?
[laughs] "Dan Robert needs a
vacation."
Adrian Ma
END OF THE LINE - Outgoing WLUSU president Dan Robert (above) gives his work a final once-over before he closes the book on his year in office.
5 Day Action News
Weather Forecast
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For Mcßride, money is hard
enough to come by as it is.
"I paid my own way through
school for five years, and I had to
wait for OSAP to come just to pay
for the deposit for the ring," he
says.
Gary Jeffries, head coach of the
Golden Hawks, says that there is
"no question" his team deserves
to receive their rings. But he
understands that the university
has little financial room to work
with for things of this nature.
"Of course it would be won-
derful if it could be taken care of,
[but] you're looking at a ticket of
$60,000," says Jeffries. Each
championship ring costs $810,
and with the football team boast-
ing a contingent of well over 100
players and personnel, it seems
unlikely that the Laurier admin-
istration would be willing to
meet such a heavy pricetag.
WLU president Bob Rosehart
concedes that what it comes
down to is money.
"There's basically no loose
money around," says Rosehart.
He points out that for the admin-
istration to provide financial
assistance for things like cham-
pionship rings, other school-
supported initiatives like the
Global Youth Network, which
helps to send students abroad,
will suffer.
"Which is more important,"
asks Rosehart. "Giving thirty stu-
dents a chance to travel or buy-
ing a few rings?"
Supporting sports teams to
pay for championship tokens is
not something alien to the
school however; President
Rosehart reveals that he and
Dean McMurrary recently donat-
ed a fair amount to the women's
hockey team to pay for their
medals, covering about "20 per-
cent of the cost."
At the time of this interview,
Rosehart says that a representa-
tive of the football team has yet
to contact him directly If they
do, the Laurier president will
consider helping the team out
with their costs.
"We couldn't purchase [the
rings] outright, but we'd con-
tribute," says Rosehart.
WLUSU president Dan Robert
ran into similar problems when
Dan Mcßride approached him
for financial assistance. Robert
says that WLUSU couldn't "play
favourites" between student
groups on campus, but decided
that instead of directly funding
the players, WLUSU would help
them develop methods to
fundraise.
By lending them the Turret
and sponsoring the marketing
materials, Robert hopes the
Vanier Cup champions can
attract enough people to the
event to cover a significant
amount of their costs.
The event this Thursday night
will feature dance routines by the
Hawk Girls and Blaze Girls, as
well as local hip-hop artist JD
Era. The players are so intent on
obtaining their rings that several
of them will be auctioning them-
selves as dates to a special semi-
formal, to take place after
Reading Week.
"We're doing everything in our
power to make this work, and
you know what, if we make
enough to get fifty bucks
knocked off of every ring, I'm
happy," says Mcßride.
He feels very confident that
the Laurier community will
respond and throw their support
behind their first Vanier Cup
championship team in 15 years.
The closeness of the student
body is something that Mcßride
says attracted the players to
attend Laurier in the first place.
"We could have gone to a
Western, which is an equal pow-
erhouse, or Mac ... but here,
everyone knows everyone - the
faculty, the alumni, the students
... it's one big happy family."
Mcßride is not expecting a
handout - despite Wilfrid Laurier
University benefiting immensely
from the dizzying successes of
their football team, Mcßi"ide
does not wish to single out the
administration or the alumni for
not aiding them.
But Mcßride, who - along with
15 of his teammates - will be
graduating this year, feels that he
is a part of something special, a
part of history, and this little ring
signifies all the sacrifice and
emotion involved in doing some-
thing like winning a champi-
onship.
As the former fullback returns
to the fundraising table in the
Concourse, where the Vanier
Cup is sitting flanked by posters
advertising their last-ditch effort,
he stops briefly to watch a televi-
sion that is playing a video of his
final football game. There is no
question what this ring means to
Mcßride and his teammates.
"Hell yeah, we're getting those
friggin' rings," he exclaimed.
Sandie Howard
SPARE SOME CHANGE? - Weston (left) and Labenski want some ice to go along with their smokes.
VOCAL
CORD
What do you think of
Laurier's footbail players
having to pay for their own
Vanier Cup rings?
"[The rings] should be provided for
after that kind of accomplishment."
- Scott Mahn
First-year business
"If they're good enough to win a cham-
pionship, they're good enough to have
their rings bought for them."
- Steven Rosen
Third-year political science
"Why should the school have to pay for
an accessory showing that they won?
They already have the notoriety."
- Laura Countryman
Second-year psychology
"That's bullshit."
- Jason Benfeitinho
Second-year communications
"I think that should be really
heavily subsidized."
- Lisa Heimpel
First-year business
Compiled by Dan Polischuk, photos
by Sydney Helland
News Bites
Nature docs hits local big
screen
From February 16 to 18 Princess
Twin Cinemas will be showing a
documentary about life in north-
ern Canada on the brink of global
warming.
This experience, entitled Arctic
Mission, offers both a geographi-
cal and a cultural look at the ever-
changing climate of our Far North.
Local residents will be able to
choose between five different
short films.
Lords of the Arctic explores the
impact of climate change on the
animals of the north. The Great
Adventure chronicles a five-
month ship voyage recording the
impact of global warming. People
of the Ice discusses the impact of
climate change on the Inuit peo-
ple from several generations.
Climate on the Edge is an objective
look at global warming through
interviews with leading experts.
Finally, Washed Away explores two
island communities struggling to
prevent the disappearance of their
land.
John Tutt, an employee at
Princess, has the fascinating job of
selecting new films to be displayed
at the theatre.
Tutt first found out about Arctic
Mission through the National Film
Board of Canada.
"I often look there to see if any
new films have been produced,"
said Tutt.
"I became interested in [Arctic
Mission] because the topics
seemed interesting to me. Fm cer-
tain it will have local interest as
well."
Local reaction mixed for
Polar Jam
Last Friday's Polar Jam at
University Stadium was met with
mixed reaction by nearby resi-
dents.
Betty Pries, a mother of three
children under the age of five, was
not at all impressed with the
sound levels.
"Aboslutely it was too loud," she
said. "We're not opposed to stu-
dents. But if they decide to have a
loud party like this they should
have it at a place where there are
no neighbours ... like RIM park,"
she added.
Long-time Lester Street resi-
dent, Doris Buschert, commented
that the music "didn't bother her."
"It doesn't happen that often. As
long as they don't do any damage,"
said the 87-year-old.
"I was a kid once too, so I know
they want to have fun sometimes,"
she added with a laugh.
WLUSU names VPs for
2006-2007
WLUSU hired its VPs for next year
over the weekend.
Trevor Cresswell has been hired
as VP: Human Resources, while
next year's VP:Finance will be
Mossa Basir. Current vice-chair of
the WLUSU BOD Dan Hocking
will return as the new VP:
Marketing.
Replacing Allan Cayenne as VP:
Student Activities will be Lindsay
Fleming.
Nicole Gill was named next
year's VP: Student Services.
Compiled by Gina Racine, Dan Polischuk.
and Adrian Ma
Hawks play ring toss
- From FOOTBALL, cover
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Polar Jam good in
theory, not practice
It was one of those ideas that looked good on paper.With two universities so close together, a collaboration betweenLaurier and the University of Waterloo seemed long overdue. Andwhat better way to do it than an all-day concert with some fairly well-
known bands and perennial Laurier favourite Bedouin Soundclash?
But, it seems, the devil is in the details. It was the missteps in the exe-
cution of the idea that led to an underwhelming and underattended
Polar Jam event.
The first problem was the advertising. The Polar Jam ad in The Cord
informed students (in small letters) that they could buy tickets at the Feds
Office (on IJW's campus). Nowhere in this ad, in Laurier's student newspa-
per, did it tell students where they could buy tickets on Laurier's campus.
The second problem may have been the timing. Students are notori-
ously nocturnal creatures. They like to go to bed late, and get up late. A
show that started at noon and ended at 9:oopm (when most students are
just getting ready to go out), may not have been the best bet.
The third, and biggest, problem had to do with the in/out policy of the
event. The event lasted all day. Not many people want to stand outside all
day in the middle of February. More people might have been inclined to
attend if they were able to come and go as they pleased, and take period-
ic trips back home to get warmed up.
Instead, ticket holders who entered and left the venue before s:oopm
found out that they weren't permitted back in. We can see the organizers'
reasoning behind this: in and out privileges would have given students
the chance to go home and drink for cheap, rather than buy drinks at the
event. This thinking may have backfired though, and led to students not
returning, and therefore not spending money at the event.
As well, the event didn't earn Laurier any brownie points with residents
who live near University Stadium, as there was intense opposition to
granting the Unions a by-law exemption for allowing the event to run
later. With relations between students and non-student residents already
strained, a concert that annoyed area residents for the benefit of a small
number of attendees may not have been the best idea.
Polar Jam was a good idea in theory - two schools pooling their
resources to try and bring students together for a good time. Next time
though, they have to make sure the logistics are well-planned to coincide
with students' fickle tastes.
The royal treatment?
The Laurier Golden Hawks' Vanier
Cup win brought the school recog-
nition and visibility in the press
that no PR campaign could buy.
And now the student athletes
who worked so tirelessly to bring
home the Cup, and its accompa-
nying glory, are left struggling to
pay for the symbol of their
acheivements alone.
Given the limited resources of
the school, it would be out of the
question to expect the school to
cover the entire cost of the players'
Vanier Cup rings; at $810 each, the
entire cost would end up around
$60,000.
But considering the benefits
and bragging rights Laurier as a
whole has reaped from the win, it's
only fair that some assistance
should be offered.
WLUSU president Dan Robert
was right when he said that we
shouldn't "play favourites" among
campus groups. And this means
that since President Rosehart and
Dean McMurray kicked in 20 per-
cent of the women's hockey team's
medals last year, they should do
the same for the football team.
There are many talented teams
and groups on campus, and the
administration can't pay for all of
their wants. To avoid disparity in
the future, there should be a spe-
cific policy detailing an across-
the-board amount that the school
will contribute to championship
teams for medals or rings.
This will ensure a level playing
field and proper rewards for our
deserving athletes that sacrifice a
lot to make us proud.
These unsigned editorials were agreed upon by at least two-thirds of the The
Cord's Editorial Board and do not necessarily reflect the views o/The Cords
volunteers, stafforWLUSP.
Editorial
Death and taxes,
but mainly death
Students rarely discuss the d-word, but there's no point ignoring the inevitable
EMILE JOSLIN
Graphics Editor
As students prepare for reading
week, whether it be a hedonistic
sojourn down south or a relaxing
trip back home, I'll be thinking
about death.
See, in February of 2004 I held
my father's hand as nurses
unplugged his comatose body
from the machines that were
keeping him alive.
I stayed beside him, clinging to
his arm, as the blood drained
away from his skin. I could recog-
nize my dad's face - maybe a part
ofme waited in vainfor his eyes to
open again.
At the same time I knew he
was gone, long before I had the
chance to say goodbye - before 1
told him how much I loved him
one last time.
After my father died 1 found
myself feeling abandoned; the
grief I experienced was a com-
pletely foreign feeling. Without
his protection from the world I
felt frightened to go on living
without him.
I had grown up, like most of
the privileged students I know,
sheltered and free of suffering.
At 20,1 was not prepared for the
pain - the kind of hurt that others
around the world much younger
than myself endure every day. I
guess 1 am lucky to have been
spared the loss ofa loved one until
that I was technically a grown-up.
Anyone who has lost a loved
one knows how isolating the
experience can be, especially for
people our age. At this point in
our lives, most of us have had lit-
tle experience with death, mak-
ing it extremely difficult to dis-
cuss.
As students prepare for reading
week, whether it be a hedonistic
sojourn down south or a relaxing
trip back home, I'll be thinking
about death.
1 found it unbearable to talk
about my dad's death with the
people around me. I was not only
afraid of reliving the pain of
watching him die, but of making
others feel uncomfortable. My
family seldom brings up my
dad's name. The past two years
have been filled with silence.
A few months before my dad
died, a good friend of mine lost
his mother to cancer. After the
funeral, I remember feeling com-
pletely useless around him - I
wanted to be supportive, but I
had no idea what to say. The last
thing I wanted to do was make
him feel worse, so I completely
avoided talking about his loss.
Now that I know how hard it is
to lose a parent, I wish I had the
courage to talk to my friend
about his mom. It's hard to find
the words to comfort a grieving
friend, but any honest gesture
helps.
Shying away
from death has
become the nor-
mal and even
natural thing to
do, but 1 don't
think this
behaviour is
helping us.
Ignoring death
worsens an
already painful
experience. The silence makes
those that are suffering feel more
alone. Encouraging people to be
more open about death will
make it easier to endure the pain
that goes with it. Because at
some point we'll all have to deal
with death.
After all, there's no escpaing it.
lettersdPcordweekly.com
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Opinion
Liberation must be a jointeffort
We can't take Black history out of its "relational contexts" if we want to level the racial playing field, says Dr. Martha Kuwee Kumsa
DR. MARTHA
KUWEE KUMSA
CommunityEditorialBoard
For those who celebrate it,
February heralds Black History
Month. Some call it African
Liberation Month. The former is
rooted in the experiences of Black
people in the West and the later in
the experiences of continental
Africans. Coming to Canada as an
African and becoming Black here
in Canada, I claim both roots and
join those who call it Black
Liberation Month.
Liberation resonates with me
more deeply as history tends to
focus on the past. I have no quar-
rels with the legacy of the past.
Indeed, 1 believe that the past has
a powerful grip on us today and is
deeply ingrained in the tomorrow
we shape. But when prefaced with
"Black", "history" seems to be
insulated into a cocoon of
Blackness. Is there such a history?
Right now, a debate is raging
among prominent African-
Americans over whether or not it's
time to dump Black History
Month. One side argues that black
history is a woven tapestry of
American history; history is histo-
ry, black or white; Black history
deserves celebration all year
round; it's time we stopped con-
fining it to one month.
The other side argues that Black
History Month is the result ofBlack
people's struggle for justice; it is
here to inspire Blacks and educate
Whites in a world where the play-
ing field is severely skewed against
everything black; the reality of
continued oppression requires
continued celebration of Black
History Month.
This rekindles my own long-for-
gotten passion for a good debate. I
do not endorse the notion of
homogenizing history but I do
want to point out the dangers of
deifying black history It is only
when we strip it of its relational
context that "Black history"
becomes an event in and of itself.
It is to put back the stripped
relational context of history that I
prefer the term "liberation."
Liberation acknowledges the rela-
tions of oppression in the deeply
ingrained past at the same time as
it shifts our focus to the future.
Within relations of domination,
neither Blacks nor Whites are free.
The liberation of the one is the
liberation of the other.
I fume when I see world powers
appropriate the notion of libera-
tion to disguise their agenda of
domination. But my heart sinks
when I hear some young
Canadians say, "Black liberation?
Sure! Let them liberate themselves
from violence, ignorance, corrup-
tion, HIV/AIDS and poverty! Then
we can talk as equals. Look at
Africa, the poorest continent in
the world. Look at Haiti, the poor-
est nation in the Americas. It does-
n't matter where they are; the
problem is inherent in Blacks."
On the other hand, Blacks point
the problem back to White racism,
slavery, colonialism and neocolo-
nialism.
There are many who believe
AIDS was produced in racist labs
tokill off Blacks.
This is credulous,
given the evidence
that some of
apartheid South
Africa's scientists
were trying to pro-
duce chemicals
that would erase
Blacks off the face
of the earth.
Whites locate the problem in
Blacks and Blacks give it back to
Whites. To me, this shows deeply-
troubling "us" and "them"
processes of "othering" and denial
ofresponsibility. It is a fact that, as
a category, Blacks are structurally
marginalized but they did not put
themselves in this dire situation.
In a world so intimately inter-
connected, the responsibility lies
neither in Blacks nor in Whites but
in their relational history. Within
relations of domination, neither
Blacks norWhites are free. The lib-
eration of the one is the liberation
of the other.
As future leaders of our world, I
invite Laurier students to chal-
lenge themselves. It is unfortunate
that they have to inherit an unjust
world, but it is their responsibility
to right the wrong.
I did see a positive beginning
this Sunday when I went to the
coffeehouse organized by the
Laurier Association of Black
Students. It was not a big crowd,
but it was so uplifting to see a
crowd of all colours (not just
Blacks and Whites) celebrating
together. I pray it won't be long
before Whites say, "We're all in this
together; your liberation is my lib-
eration."
Dr. Martha Kuwee Kumsa is a
former journalist who was
imprisoned for ten years in her
native country of Ethiopia for her
dissenting views.
She is now a professor of
social work at Wilfiid Laurier.
Focusing on
the benefits of
video games
According to a recent study, playing video games
might actually be educational, explains Chris Collie
CHRISCOLLIE
TheSpaceBetween
Focusing can be hard, especially
for us university students.
Any physician would plainly tell
you that a continued attack of late
nights, drinking and malnutrition
will never translate into a Garry
Kasparov-level of focusing ability.
In fact, such conditions would
likely not even reach the Gary
Busey-level of focusing ability.
When you take our lifestyle into
account, it's amazing we can even
remember our student number,
and that's on a good day. Then
there are the days when no amount
of preparation can combat the
haze traversing your mind.
And of course, you have to write
an exam that same day. You sit
helplessly at your desk, a stinging
pain in your head, a reverberating
buzz in your ear, and stare blankly
ahead.
What can you do to help your-
self in this situation? Let's say you
have one hour left before a final.
What could help get your focus
back in check?
The answer, my friends, is video
games.
Canadian researchers are dis-
covering that the multitasking and
gadget-oriented lifestyles of the
young and plugged-in are improv-
ing their skills at ignoring distrac-
tions, and rapidly switching their
attention to a new task. And
videogames have the starring role.
In a new study of 100 under-
graduates discussed in a recent
Globe and Mail article, researchers
found that video gamers consis-
tently outperformed non-players
in a series of intricate mental tests
that looked for an ability to focus
and identify relevant information
within a distracting environment.
It turns out that all of the chaos
in Halo 3 has been providing a by-
product of positive mental fine-
tuning for its players alongside its
entertainment value.
One of the professors involved
in the project, psychologist Ellen
Bialystok, theorizes that video
gamers practice and hone their
ability to block out stimuli that are
irrelevant to a task at hand when
playing, and as games get more
complex, it's easy to see this trend
continuing.
The theory goes that when the
gamers enter the digital world and
are bombarded by continual stim-
uli within a goal-oriented atmos-
phere that becomes progressively
more difficult, they are able to
translate the focusing-inducing
skills gained there into the real
world and stay on task better than
non-gamers.
What a shame that the only
games I own are Tiger Woods 2005
and an old version of Gran
Turismo. 1 never saw much value
in spending time in a digital envi-
ronment where my triumphs were
not echoed in thereal world. Turns
out in a way, 1 was mistaken ...
maybe that's why 1 always get mid-
70s on exams.
This could mean a lot for us as
university students looking to ace
our next major final, wouldn't you
agree? How many times have you
been in the middle of writing an
exam and realized that in the last
ten minutes all you've thought
about is what you need to pack for
your upcoming European trip or
who you'll invite to your big shak-
er on Saturday?
If you had only played more
Grand Theft Auto, staying focused
during such occasions would have
been a breeze.
Oh, J shudder to think of how
many parents have bellowed the
words, "No more video games
tonight!" to their children - was
this a mistake? It's time for the kids
of the world to rise up, and unite!
Should we just combine school-
work and video games into one
master activity? We could be on to
something here.
How great is this: next time
you're thinking about studying for
a round of finals but are con-
cerned about your ability to focus,
just toss on the Xbox to prepare.
Sweet.
letters@cord i veekly. com
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AUTO FOCUS - It seems almost too good to be true, but if a recent study is right, playing video games like Grand
Theft Auto could actually help you focus better, on schoolwork that is.
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Cutting through Canadian Baconfat
It's no wonder Americans misunderstand Canada and our ambiguous national culture. Even we don't know how to define ourselves
VERONICAHUGHES
Rant Space
The true north, strong and free, or
the forgotten 51st state?
Canadia, Soviet Canuckistan,
the northern "Blue" State:
Canadians aren't the only ones
with a confused sense of what our
national identity really is.
After spending five days in the
Colorado Rockies with other
American and Canadian universi-
ty students for a conference on
Canada-US relations, one thing
became immediately apparent:
Canadians know a lot about
America, and they know nothing
of Canada.
Ambassadors, Naval, Army and
Air Force Commanders, academ-
ics, professors and students all
came into the conference knowing
Canada was up north. That is
where die learning curve began.
For myself and four other
Laurier political science students,
a week of shattering stereotypes
and crossing borders was not an
easy task.
The token Canadians in each
discussion group talked most of
the time, simply so the American
students had any idea what they
should be comparing in the first
place. There were so many embed-
ded notions that American stu-
dents, and even professors, held
about Canada it was sometimes
hard to set the record straight.
From our immigration policy to
social values to military involve-
ment in the Middle East,
Americans had no clue why we do
what we do.
I realize none of this is particu-
larly surprising. It's a long-run-
ning inside joke that Americans
know little about Canada.
However, when commanders of
the American Navy, professors
with doctorates in international
policy and even well-travelled stu-
dents are as equally ignorant as
those who call Fox News legitimate
reporting, the size of the igno-
rance becomes staggering.
The American delegates
thought we had an illegal immi-
gration problem, while completely
disregarding their issues with
Mexican aliens. They commented
on our absence in military
involvement in the Iraq war, for-
getting Canada has been a key
player in the building of a demo-
cratic regime there.
The discussion then centred on
the softwood lumber issue, which
the Americans had not heard of
until now. To be fair to the
Americans I had the privilege to
discuss with, they were all eager to
learn more about their neighbour
to the north. Like ourselves, they
rely heavily on media coverage to
transmit information regarding
domestic and international issues.
If network news does not cover the
issue, then it usually slips through
the cracks.
At least they were excited to hear
former prime minister loe Clark
and Canadian Consul general
Michael Fine speak of Canada and
its important ties to Americans.
However, the issue that
Americans were most concerned
about was Canada's national
identity, or lack thereof. They
found it shocking that our identity
is structured around the ideal of
not being American. How can you
base an identity around not being
something?
How has Canada been able to
maintain any sense of nationality
in America's shadow? How do citi-
zens feel national pride when they
do not have a clear national com-
pass to direct them?
Perhaps this is where the
Canadian delegates learned a les-
son from the Americans.
Building a strong sense of
national identity creates a strong
presence in the world. But the
overarching question should be: is
that what Canadians really want?
letters@cordweekly. com
Olympics a shining light
in gloomy world
MARCOSMOLDES
MySo-CalledQueerLife
The other day I tuned into watch
one of my favourite events: the
opening ceremonies of the
Olympics.
I'm not particularly interested
in sports (who am I kidding, I've
had no interest in sports since the
trauma of high school gym class),
much less anything that involves
being outdoors in the snow.
My idea of winter sports is walk-
ing from my apartment to class in
mid-January.
Bearing all this in mind, I have
to admit that I'm one ofthose peo-
ple who is obsessed with the
opening and closing ceremonies
of the Olympics. Any event that
manages to incorporate that many
musical theatre influences into its
performance should be recog-
nized as a world heritage event.
Seriously, the music, the cos-
tumes, the choreography - what
more could a gay man want?
All kidding aside, beyond all the
superficial things I love about the
Olympics, I know that I really love
them for what they represent.
Apart from being a large sport-
ing event, they are what 1 would
consider a testament to the ability
of the human race to overcome its
own limitations.
For a brief two weeks, 80 coun-
tries from around the world have
gathered together for reasons that
do not include war. While the val-
ues that the event espouses may
not always be upheld perfectly,
(one need only think of the figure
skating scandal of Salt Lake City or
the tragedy that surrounded the
Olympics in Munich) any event
where peace, fair play and excel-
lence are held as values should be
recognized as an achievement of
the human race.
This year the theme of peace
and goodwill was visible through-
out the opening ceremonies
through the spoken word and
musical performances.
As I watched people like Yoko
Ono, Peter Gabriel and the
Olympic flag bearers participate in
the ceremonies 1 mused about
how we need more things like the
Olympics.
To me it's something that con-
stantly reminds us of how, regard-
less of our race, religion, gender or
sexuality, we are individuals of
something much larger than the
categories that divide us.
If we could fathom how people
from 80 different cultures have
gathered together to celebrate and
compete in the spirit of peace and
fair play, then the idea of a world
without war and a guarantee of
basic human rights becomes a lot
less abstract.
It strikes me that at a time when
our failings as a society are mani-
fested through things like the
ongoing occupation in Iraq, indif-
ference to the victims ofHIV/AIDS
and the crude portrayal of the
Islamic faith in the Danish media,
the Olympics stand as a testimony
to how global politics may be far
from perfect, but is still a repre-
sentation of the dream of a world
where tomorrow is better than
today.
So while I don't dream of being
an athlete nor do I plan to watch
the events religiously, I encourage
all of us to carry the Olympic mes-
sage close to us over the next two
weeks and, even if just for a
moment, remember that while
Canada is competing against
other countries for status we are
also standing in solidarity with our
global neighbours and friends.
letters@cordweekly.com
Christopher Pike
COME TOGETHER, RIGHT NOW - Training at the 2006 Olympics.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Togman,
I usually can't wait to read your weekly
columns because there's always some-
thing in there that I disagree with and I
always want to write back. In that case
I'd have my own weekly column in the
"letters to the editor" section. I found
your "Cartoon ignites Muslim furor"
article incredibly offending and
appalling. First, the Danish newspa-
pers should not have printed those
cartoons. You wrote the "newspaper
had a right and a duty to print the car-
toons."
Excuse me? The newspaper had the
right and duty to insult a billion
Muslims? Where do you get off?
Nobody has the right to insult any-
one's religion and beliefs. Religion
itself is a very sensitive topic, let alone
making fun of the holiest figure in a
religion, the Prophet Mohammed. You
wrote another article regarding the
IranianPresident calling the Holocaust
a myth. As I recall you were appalled
yourself. I don't agree with those com-
ments and the President should've
kept those comments to himself.
They're very offensive to the entire
world and especially to Jewish people.
However, calling the Holocaust a myth
is a crime yet making fun of Prophet
Mohammed is "freedom of speech"?
They're both horrible things to
say/draw and never should've been
done in the first place. Freedom of
speech is to be used responsibly, not
for being racist. If it's offensive to you
then you're all outraged, but if it
involves someone else it's freedom of
speech? Give me a break.
You wrote, "Europeans regularly
defame and mock their own religions
and should be free to do the same to
others." Do you even live on this earth?
The Cord wouldn't publish what I'd
truly like to say to you. Make fun of
your own religion all you want but you
don't have the "right" and "duty" to do
the same to others.
If you researched the other side of
the story you'd be a little more
informed. Just a suggestion.
Mitra Hadavi
Cartoons not riot-worthy
First of all there is no reason to believe
that a Muslim rule prohibiting the
depiction of the Prophet Muhammad
would apply to non-Muslims just as
the Muslim rule of abstaining from
pork or alcohol does not apply to non-
Muslims.
The cartoons were not very nice but
they definitelyweren't riot worthy. The
reaction of some to publish their own
insulting cartoons (Hitler and Anne
Frank in bed together) as well as the
response of a government-controlled
Tehran newspaper to accept submis-
sions for cartoons about the Holocaust
completely miss the point. The argu-
ment is that there is a double standard.
This might be a good point if it were
true; however, thereality is quite differ-
ent. How many people drawpictures of
George Bush, the president of the USA,
comparing him to a Nazi or a monkey?
The only thing in Europe more com-
mon thancriticising the USA is criticis-
ing Israel. In fact, no one tried to stop
the publication of the Hitler and Anne
Frank cartoon. No one rioted as a
result of its publication and no one has
been killed over it. Western media
(including The Cord) have by and large
accepted self-censorship over showing
the offending image, despite it being
the biggest story of the time, in defer-
ence to Muslims.
Another problem with the Iranian
accusation of a double standard is that
they do not want a world where you
can be free to deny the Holocaust and
free to depict the Prophet Muhammad.
Ayatollah Ali Khamanei, the Iranian
leader, wants a world where no one
can make fun of the Prophet
Muhammad but people can deny the
Holocaust until they are blue in the
face.
Ryan Jakubowski
Shame on us
Shame on us for allowing our paper to
re-publish that cartoon. The meagre
apology posted on the website and
taped to the Cord stands is in itself an
embarrassment - I can only hope that
WLUSP is not finished apologizing.
They seem to think "cultural igno-
rance" is an appropriate excuse. It isn't
and here's why: when covering an
issue as politicized and sensitive as the
relationship of Islamic religions and
terrorism, there's an obligation not to
be ignorant of the facts. Facts are the
business that newspapers are in. In an
issue where two professors were inter-
viewed for a separate article, there is
no excuse. In the current climate sur-
rounding these issues, with the com-
munal alienation and demonization
being suffered, to allow oneself (when
in a journalistic position) to remain
"culturally ignorant" smacks ofracism.
The fact that it was not meant that way
is irrelevant - it has never been for the
racists to define racism, but for its vic-
tims and witnesses to identify and call
out.
I intended to circulate a petition call-
ing for the editor of The Cord to resign.
This idea was met with support from
many prominent Laurier students. I
have since changed my mind. Here's
why: I want to see The Cord become a
better more inclusive and respectful
newspaper. I do not want to 'take it
down.'
The current "furor" isn't a freedom
of speech issue. Of course The Cord
had the legal right to re-print the car-
toon. This is an issue of respect and
professionalism. WTUSP is owned by
the students. We have a right to
demand that it be a culturally-inclu-
sive newspaper that is respectful of
Laurier's diversity. It cannot, at pres-
ent, claim to be so. When reaction to
those cartoons was witnessed world-
wide, The Cord's editorial staffers were
free to comment in accordance with
their own beliefs. But, (to my knowl-
edge) only four other papers in the
country did the same. We are the only
paper, as far as I know, whose editor is
defending the action under the veil of
"cultural ignorance." Shame on us.
Alex Hundert
FOA Council, Religion & Culture
Department Student Representative
Polar Jam? Polar Shit!
I want to talk about Polar Jam, and
mainly how it was a waste of my
money. Where do I begin? I arrived at
University Stadium at 3:3opm and was
disapointed with what I saw. Where
were the ice sculptures, vendors and
people? The snowboard park was just a
pile of snow. Disappointed with what I
saw, I left intending to return around
6:oopm and perhaps see some real
action, but on my way out 1 learned
that there was no reentry after s:oopm
if you entered before that time. I was
essentially discriminated against
because I came earlier than s:oopm. If
anything, I should have been rewarded
for attending that shitfest early. I don't
know what I expected from Polar Jam,
but it was certainly better than what 1
saw, unless ALL of the vendors, ice
sculptures and attendees showed up at
5:00 and I truly did miss out.
Andrew Cavalier
No more momma jokes
1 am emailing to express my disgust at
the Cord ad on page 24 of the Feb 1,
2006 Cord. The ad states "Did your
mom refuse to put your drawings up
on the fridge, telling you how much
you shamed her? You show that bitch...
be an artist for The Cord\"
I can assure you that my mother is
not a bitch; in fact, she is quite kind,
considering that by covering my
tuition fees this semester she is paying
for The Cord. Most of us would not
have made it as far as university if it
were not for the continuous support of
our mothers. Thus they do not deserve
to be insulted by this ad. I would like to
think that by university, we have over-
come the typical pubescent parent-
hating way oftalking.
I understand that the ad was not
intendedas an insult, but it is an insult.
I hope that it is not printed again.
Thank you for your consideration.
Amy Romagnoli
Pseudo-lesbianism rooted in
voyeurism
I am a spoken word and hip-hop artist.
While at Laurier I wrote one of my first
songs which contained the line, "Let's
not exploit lesbians for titilation/Or
make 70-minute records solely about
frustration."
With this in mind, I became con-
cerned with the "Laurier Bachelorette"
feature which offered up 'straight'
Lyndsay Nicholson as a potenital date
for equally 'straight' Christina Cravero.
The suggestion here is thatbecause the
two women are so good looking
(given), sexual "sparks" will inevitably
fly. This sounds more like aLabbat Blue
commercial than an amusing or entic-
ing joke. Instead, it reads like it is root-
ed in male voyeurism and fantasy.
Despite the media's constant pushing,
it is NOT every male's fantasy to see
two women going at it and it is certain-
ly not acceptable to play on this mis-
conception in a newspaper that can
(and should) work to portray accurate
depictions of lesbianism.
It seems that our media is only com-
fortable with lesbian portrayals that
involve straight women. This not only
displays ignorance, but also the limited
level of comfort our society has with
homosexuality. I would challenge The
Cord put 'real' lesbianism on display
and not this titilating falsity - you
would certainly have my support at
that point. Until then, that 70-minute
record of frustration just got closer to
being released.
jon Corbin
Playground politics
It was with much disappointment that
I read about the actions taken by the
Laurier Campus Conservatives in
'Throwing sand in Laurier's box' by
Carly Beath in the February 8 issue of
The Cord. In my time at Laurier I have
always been impressed and proud of
the civility and respect expressed by
the various clubs on campus that must
compete for student interest, however,
the actions taken by the Campus
Conservatives to advocate sabotage
and cause financial burden to the
LSPIRG team were deplorable and
completely irresponsible. While clubs
may disagree withother clubs on cam-
pus, the actions taken by the Campus
Conservatives constitute nothing more
than playground politics and immatu-
rity and by no means contribute to a
positive relationship among the vari-
ous clubs on campus. I sincerely hope
that the club president and executive
will extend a very public and deserved
apology to the LSPIRG team.
Will Snowball
Election thank yous
On behalf of the Elections and
Referenda Committee and the
Elections Executive Committee, we
wanted to thank everyone for their
participation in the recent WLUSU and
WLU elections. However, there are a
few groups in particular that deserve a
special mention.
To Brandon Currie and Dr. David
Docherty, thankyou for taking the time
out ofyour busy schedulesand moder-
ating the Waterloo Open Forum. You
were both very professional in your
approaches and your efforts were
much appreciated on our part.
To the Cord Weekly staff, thank you
for the excellent coverage you gave the
elections. Not only was the coverage
fair and objective, the electionspullout
and the features that you ran were of a
very high-calibre, and we look forward
to the same sort of coverage in the
future.
To Shelagh Pepper, thank you for all
of the hard work that you put in
towards making scantron ballots a suc-
cess. You allowed us to produce the
results earlier than any time in recent
history, and your efforts in staying until
after midnight on E-day were far more
than we could've asked.
To the candidates, thank you for
your efforts in making this election fair.
You gave the student body the ability to
choose based on the issues and what
you all had to say, and ran some excel-
lent campaigns.
And finally, but certainly not least,
thank you to all of the volunteers who
made sure that election day and the
days leading up to it went offwithout a
hitch. The efforts that you all gave us
allowed us to take some stress off of
our backs, knowing that things were in
good hands. We really can't thank you
enough.
Thanks again Laurier, and don't for-
get to vote in 2007!
Dan Hocking, Chair ofERC
Kiran Sandhu, Chief Returning Officer
Planned Parenthood
Thirty-four years ago a group of staff
and students from the University of
Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier
University got to together to discuss
the need for an organization to provide
Sexual Health information within the
community. From those meetings so
long ago Planned Parenthood Waterloo
Region was born.
And now that same Planned
Parenthood may have to close it doors
as of March 31, 2006.
PPWR relies on donations from
community members (individuals and
some businesses) for over 80 percent of
its budget. In spite of a strong and loyal
donor base, revenues have not kept up
with current expenses. Reduction in
staff hours has been supplemented by
the contribution of dedicated trained
volunteers, many of whom are drawn
from the universities.
The loss of PPWR will have a signifi-
cant impact on the provision of sexual
health services in this community. In
thepast year alone, PPWR has reached
over 2500 youth in their group and the-
atre education programs and has
served over 1300 individuals in the
counselling program. It may surprise
some readers to note that many of our
counselling clients are university stu-
dents who seek out PPWR because of
their non-judgmental, pro-choice phi-
losophy.
But it's not over yet. There is still
time to help. On Wednesday February
22 at 7:30 PPWR will be hosting a free
production of their original play,
Sexploration, in the Humanities
Theatre. Everyone is welcome to come
and see first hand the power of sexual
health information and the impor-
tanceof this wonderfulorganization in
our community.
Donations will be gratefully except-
ed.
For more information please call
743-9360 or email
educator@ppwr.on.ca
EmilyWaldron
Interpretations of Body Worlds 2
When I went to see Body Worlds I saw
art students and medical students,
some with pens fluttering, some just
observing. I don'tknow if they felt they
had been educated, but I felt like I had
been educated. I had never seen the
human body displayed in such a man-
ner.
One ofthe reasons I liked the 'skier'
and the 'skateboarder' was that I got to
see a different visual of what is going
on inside our bodies (for example
when I'm skiing), rather thanthat stan-
dard 'Pepto Bismol' tube and circle. I
suppose that's where the "art gallery
feeling" comes from; from the "creative
positioning"- 1 personally wasn't try-
ing to make the exhibit be art or be sci-
ence (although theprocess of plastina-
tion developed by Gunther von Hagen
is a big scientific feat in of itself). I
learned things (visual knowledge) and
the day stands out for me.
The exhibit didn't strike me as being
disrespectful; it struck me as being
respectful and a very human experi-
ence.
I also heard people making com-
ments about having never seen so
many "balls"; neither had I, but I also
had never seen so many exposed
hands before. The 'balls' comments
seemed childish in this context and
reflective ofan unwillingness to under-
stand (I say 'in this context 1 because
balls can be quite funny!).
I felt like the recent article had a lack
of respect by criticizing these people's
decision to be a part of this exhibit. I'm
not sure if the author of this article
read the letters from the participants
(the letters that were blown up to three
or four times their normal size and
hanging on the walls) explaining why
they felt like this exhibit was so impor-
tant and why they wanted to do this.
The inclusion of these letters was
important to me as it made the
'exhibits' more than mere exhibits (as
the author claimed that what she was
looking at was 'dead guys that have
been shot up with chemicals, flayed,
posed in creepy positions...'); to say
this is to miss much of what this exhib-
it means.
Parker Nixon
Letter Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed and sub-
mitted with the author's name, student identifi-
cation number, and telephone number. Letters
must be received by 12pm Tuesday on disk, or
via e-mail at letters@cordweekly.com with the
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letter for brevity and clarity. Spelling and gram-
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nalistic standards.
i
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"This was a great game for
[Wielgosz] to bounce back,"
explained Osborne, who proudly
added that she "never wavered,
never had any confidence issues."
"Tonight, I was more relaxed,"
explained Wielgosz. "Last night I
couldn't stop a beach ball and
tonight, I was playing the 2-on-0s
and just challenging better.
"This is on the path that I want
to be right now - coming out, play-
ing well, dominating play, and
hopefully it takes us into playoffs
and into OUAs."
Indeed, it seems the playoffs
can't come soon enough for the
Hawks who, at 19-3-1, long ago
clinched the OUA's top spot.
"There's a lot of pressure on us
'cause everyone's expecting us to
go so far," notes second-year
sniper Samantha Cully, who broke
out with a pair of goals against
Brock. "And it's also going to our
head. We're forgetting to play the
game that we're in right now and
concentrating on the future," she
admitted.
It was this frightening trend that
led Osborne to challenge his
squad in the intermission of the
Brock game, forcing each line to
set lofty goals for themselves in
terms of shots on net. The result?
The Hawks outshot the Badgers
49-20 en route to snapping Brock's
five-game undefeated streak.
"There's a lot of pressure on us
'cause everyone's expecting us
to go so far. And it's also going
to our head. We're forgetting to
play the game we're in right
now."
- Samantha Cully, second-year forward
More importantly, the final six
minutes gave Laurier some
breathing room as they netted a
pair of insurance tallies.
First, rookie forward Andrea
Ironside notched her seventh of
the year, sniping the top left cor-
ner from just inside the blue line
to catch Brock goalie Angie
Mallory napping.
Soon after, Cully scored her sec-
ond of the game, tucking a pass
from third-year forward Lyndsey
Parissenti neatly inside the left
post.
Despite the win over Brock, a
probable semi-final opponent,
who was mysterious-
ly playing without
veteran Kate Allgood
(far and away the
OUA's top scorer),
Saturday's loss cost
Laurier the number
one national ranking.
With a pair of
weekend wins, the
Alberta Pandas, who
entered the weekend
tied with Laurier for
the top spot in
Canada, extend their
undefeated streak to 20 games
since an opening day loss to
Regina.
Osborne doesn't seem too wor-
ried, though he had been hoping
to secure his team every possible
advantage for the national title. "I
don't really care if it's one or two,"
shrugged Osborne. "There's not
anybody we're afraid of."
"Our conference is just much
stronger," he added. "If Queen's,
and Toronto, and us, and Guelph,
and Brock ... were playing out
there in the Alberta conference,
they'd have three or four losses
too."
For now, the Hawks have just
one game remaining against the
York Lions before the OUA Final
Fours in St. Catharines. Coach
Osborne has also scheduled a few
exhibition games to keep the
women sharp and figure out his
strongest lineup, which seems to
be anchored by the scoring punch
of Ironside, fellow rookie Lauren
Barch and assistant captain
Laurissa Kenworthy, a trio that
accounts for nearly a third of the
team's goals.
Overall, though, Sunday's win
seems to have the team back on
track. "It was a nice 3-0 tidy
shutout," said Osborne. "That's
kind of the way we play."
If Wielgosz can continue her
strong play in net, the Hawks will
be a force to contend with in the
post-season, rankings be damned.
Matt Symes
STONED COLD - Second-year forward Samantha Cully was stymied on this break, but got her revenge with two goals in the next night's 3-0 win over Brock.
Sports
SPORTSINBRIEF
Men's Basketball
Hawks clinch fifth straightplayoff berth
After a disheartening 72-65 loss
at Windsor last Wednesday, the
up-and-down Hawks rebound-
ed with a 71 -67 win over the 3-17
Western Mustangs on Saturday
to clinch a spot in the OUA play-
offs. Wade Currie led the attack
in both games with 26 and 21
respectively. With two games
remaining against Brock and
Waterloo, the Hawks are 10-10
and sit sixth in the OUA West.
Women's V-ball
Ladies look to peak for playoffs
With a 3-1 win over UW in their
final game of the season last
Saturday, Laurier finished with a
respectable 13-6 record. Third-
year left side Danielle Walker
again led the Hawks, who meet
the 14-5 McMaster Marauders in
OUA quarterfinal action on
Saturday afternoon, with 16 kills.
Men's Volleyball
Men take strides, but still miss playoffs
The Hawks lost their last two
matches of the season over the
weekend to strong squads from
Toronto and Ryerson, both by 3-
1 scores. Still, the team's 6-14
record was a marked improve-
ment over years gone byand the
young squad shows promise.
Hawks anxious for playoffs
Although they ran away with the OUA's top spot long ago, the Hawks try to stay focused from game to game
while talk of mid-March nationals in Antigonish, Nova Scotia, swirls around the defending champs
- From WOMEN ,cover
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UPDATE
\A/i>i>]c of
Feb 16 - Feb 22, 2006
02/12/06
W Hockey 3 , Brock 0
02/11/06
W Hockey 2 , Queen's 4
M Hockey 5 , York 4
W Basketball 56, Western 57
M Basketball 71, Western 67
W Volleyball 3 , Waterloo 1
M Volleyball 1, Ryerson 3
02/10/06
M Volleyball 1,Toronto 3
02/09/06
M Hockey 2 , Guelph 6
02/08/06
W Basketball 86 , Windsor 62
M Basketball 65 , Windsor 72
UPCOMING HOME GAMES
02/15/06
M Basketball vs Brock
7:00 PM, Athletic Complex
02/18/06
W Hockey vs York
7:30 PM, Waterloo Rec Complex
LAURfER BOOKSTORE
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
Wade Currie
Men's Basketball
Meaghan Mcgrath
Women's Basketball
www.laurierathletks£Q^
Truly a Golden Hawk
Cord Sports sits down with Laurier's undisputed queen of the pool, Kristy MacLennan
MARK D. HOPKINS
Sports Writer
An often overshadowed varsity
athlete is poised to leave Laurier
Athletics this April, but not with-
out leaving her mark. Kristy
MacLennan, a fourth-year com-
munications major and star of the
Golden Hawk swim team, has one
more feat to conquer before bid-
ing adieu to the purple and gold as
she enters the CIS championships
in two weeks time.
With an impressive resume of
medals entering this year, includ-
ing a bronze in the 200 m butterfly
at nationals last year, MacLennan
was able to capture two additional
bronze medals in the 100 m and
200 m butterfly OUA champi-
onships this past weekend.
Continuing to impress, she topped
off the weekend with a gold in the
200 m individual medley and also
received an award recognizing her
achievements over the past four
years.
Second-year Hilary Jackson and
rookie Dave Hughes also nabbed
medals for Laurier, with a bronze
and gold respectively, and will join
MacLennan at nationals.
MacLennan took a few minutes
out of her busy schedule to talk
with Cord Sports.
IS From a personal and team per-
spective, were you satisfied with
the results from the OUA champi-
onships this past weekend?
Kristy MacLennan: Yeah, I was
really happy. I got a gold medal
and an achievement award. 1 did-
n't expect either of those. Our
team did a lot better than we had
in the past. They got more second
swims as a team.
Jij You had a great showing at the
CIS national championships one
year ago, winning bronze. Do you
feel any pressure to replicate that
performance, or do you place any
expectations on yourself?
KM: I try not to place any expecta-
tions just because every year is dif-
ferent and people that go are dif-
ferent. It would be great to get
another medal, but I try to think of
it as a completely separate event
from last year.
H In a setting where the likes of
football and basketball garner
most of the student and media
attention, is there a level of frus-
tration towards that at all?
KM: It's a little bit frustrating just
because we work extremely hard
and we don't get the kind ofrecog-
nition that they do. But at the
same time, it's sort of understand-
able. It doesn't draw the same
crowds that the other sports do. It
doesn't quite have as much of a
commercial attraction factor. We
try and get as much attention as
we can.
Si low do you prepare for compe-
tition other than simply practicing
in the pool?
KM: Before the big meets, we actu-
ally do less working out and try to
rest more - a little bit less partying,
no drinking. Sleep more. Try not to
eat as much junk food.
!§ You've had a very successful
tenure at Laurier. What's next for
you? Do you see swimming in your
near and distant future?
KM: I'm actually retiring after this
year, as far as amateur sport in
Canada. In a few years, I'd consid-
er a Masters. I've had a really good
career, so I'm ready to move on.
H What do you see yourself doing
ten years down the road?
KM: I figure I'll be involved in it in
some way, as a leisurely thing.
Hopefully I'll have a job that I
enjoy and have a family, see some
of the world at some point, just
having a more normal life, I guess.
H Did you ever think that you
would win the amount of medals
that you have, both provincially
and nationally, at Laurier?
KM: I had originally always
thought I'd be going to school in
the States, so I kind ofreally hadn't
thought of Canadian medals a lot.
When I got here, I was actually
very surprised to win national
medals.
Jordan Jocius
KRISTY FACTS
Beer, liquor, or wine?
Wine
A good book or a good
movie?
A good movie
A pub or a club?
Depends on the day
Winter or summer?
Summer
SUV or sports car?
Sports car
McGrath leaving
Laurier with rich
OUA legacy
Guard wins MVP and breaks career scoring record
JOE TURCOTTE
Sports Writer
Only days removed from a historic
weekend, in which she broke the
OUA women's basketball career
regular season scoring record,
Golden Hawks' guard Meaghan
McGrath remains humble, if not
dismissive, of her accomplish-
ment.
"It's exciting, I'm happy about
it," she smiled before Monday's
practice, as the Hawks prepared
for their first-round playoff game
in London tonight. "I'm trying not
to think about it though.... I'm
focusing on Western."
In her four years at Laurier,
McGrath has amassed an impres-
sive 1369 points in only 85 regular
season games. While her 14-point
performance versus Western on
Saturday was not enough to defeat
the Mustangs, it sufficed to break
the all-time record held by York's
Nastassia Subban.
Entering her final regular sea-
son game in purple and gold,
McGrath knew that the record
loomed, but wasn't too concerned
about it.
"I didn't really want to think
about it," shrugged McGrath.
"Thinking about it probably
would've made me a lot more
nervous, so I tried to push it out of
my head."
Luckily, her record-setting
points were scored early in the
game, leaving little time for any
stubborn nerves to boil to the sur-
face. With a first-half free throw
McGrath etched her name into
OUA history.
"It was neat. When I scored they
actually stopped the game and did
a little presentation," a genuinely
surprised McGrath gushed.
While the record-setting events
of this past weekend haven't
seemed to sink-in yet, McGrath
looks to the future. First up is
tonight's OUA West quarterfinal at
Western. Considering how close
these two teams have played each
other this season - with Laurier
losing two closely-contested bat-
tles by a combined total of just
four points - McGrath is opti-
mistic that her OUA career might
be extended for at least one more
game.
"I'm excited to play this game,"
explains McGrath. "I know we lost
on Saturday, but that was in the
last few seconds, so you never
know."
When this season does come to
an end, it looks like it will be the
last for McGrath as a Golden
Hawk. With teacher's college
applications pending, it seems
that a fifth year of padding her
record is a long shot.
"I applied to Windsor, Western
and U ofT," said the Hawks undis-
puted on-court leader. "I'm still
thinking about going over to
Europe to play for a bit, but we'll
see what happens. So it doesn't
look like I'll be back, but we'll see."
Reflecting back on her years at
Laurier, McGrath attributes her
record to good coaching and
teammates.
"They let me shoot a lot. I guess
I'm a shooter. That's the role I've
played. I've worked hard though -
I'm happy about that."
That's an understatement.
Entering the school as a straight
shooter, McGrath has improved in
all facets of the game, this year fin-
ishing second in the province with
19.32 points and three steals per
game. That was more than enough
to secure not only her first ever
first team OUA all-star nod, but
was also honoured yesterday as
the OUAWest Player of the Year for
her efforts in leading Laurier to a
respectable 11-11 record.
McGrath's future, much like
many of her graduating peers,
remains uncertain, but few other
outgoing Hawks have such a
lengthy list ofaccomplishments to
their credit, topped by the presti-
gious OUA scoring record.
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15. 2006TheCordWeekly Sports 9
wlu m
FR fNGE
m festival
10plays. 3 days.
1 exploding whale.
MARCH 2, 7pm (show 1)
MARCH 3, 7pm (show 2)
MARCH 4, 2pm & 7pm (show i & show 2)
Maureen Forrester Recital Hall
laurierfringe@hotmail.com
tickets on sale in the concourse and at the c-spot
Wounded Hawks still
have a lot of fight left
Torrid 8-3 finish secures first-round bye and divisional title for injury-plagued Hawks
DAN POLISCHUK
News Editor
If anything, there was more relief
than euphoria emanating from
Laurier's men's hockey team lock-
er room after they wrapped up a
successful regular season this past
Saturday night.
Having surivived an intense sec-
ond half of the year and what
appeared to be a potentially sea-
son-ending injury in the finale, the
team was more than happy to walk
out of the rink knowing they have
a first-round bye entering the
playoffs.
The week off comes as a reward
for capturing the Mid-West divi-
sional title, their first since OUA
hockey re-aligned in 2001.
Asked how much of a boost the
high seeding will give the fatigued
team, captain Richard Colwill said
it was "awesome," especially win-
ning it in his last year of eligibility.
"It's great to have that momen-
tum going into the second round,"
he explained.
Head coach Steve Martell
understands the importance of
the time off for his players to heal
up.
"It's nice to have the bye," he
said. "Certainly, we've been work-
ing hard since September 1, and
having that first-round bye is the
goal that we set at the start of the
year.
"It gives us a chance to hecil up
and to physically prepare and
mentally prepare for the second
round," he added.
One player in need ofrecupera-
tion is third-year centre and solid
face-off man, Matt Grennier, who
needed to be helped off the ice
after a jarring, but clean, open-ice
hit in the second period of
Saturday night's game against
York, which WLU won 5-4.
"It's his ACL and he's not feeling
the greatest," commented Martell.
"It'll be a little bit oftime for recov-
ery, but he'll be okay [for the play-
offs]."
Considering the team went on a
torrid pace to end the schedule,
going 8-3 in their final 11 games,
including a five-game winning
streak and upsets of highly-ranked
Western and Waterloo squads,
Colwill isn't too concerned about
cooling off too much in the layoff.
"You do feel like that; you do
justwant tokeep going and going,
but it's definitely going to help us
out.
"There's a lot of guys that are
injured, playing through injuries.
This time's going to really help us
get back to full strength," he com-
mented.
When the team does get back to
playing competitive hockey on
February 22, Martell believes that,
barring any setbacks akin to the
loss of their captain in last year's
series against Waterloo, it will be
the balance they have in the line-
up that will give them a better
chance.
"This year's team, I think we
have a little more depth, a little
more balanced scoring,"
explained Martell. "And we have a
really committed group ofguys for
two years now that have bought
into our team's system."
Colwill agreed.
"I think we've got four solid lines
- that's been really big for us," the
captain noted. "Everybody that's
been able to get into the lineup
and play, has played we 11... as well
as the solid goaltending we've
had."
With the nationally-ranked UW
Warriors heavy favourites against
the sixth-seeded Brock Badgers,
things could very well end up with
the Hawks facing their University
Avenue rivals for a second consec-
utive year.
Well, that's just fine by the
Hawks, who were eliminated by a
2-1 series loss last year. A chance
for redemption "would be awe-
some," said Colwill.
"It would definitely be a great
battle for sure."
The opponent is out of their
hands, though. For now, these
wounded Hawks are content to
rest up and get healthy before
making a determined playoff
push.
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STUDENT EMPLOYMENT & LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES SUMMER 2006
DUE WEDNESDAY MARCH Ist, 2006
Hawk's Desk / Fitness Centre Coordinator - Full-time May Ist - August 31st
Head Lifeguard -Full-time May Ist -August 31st
Athletic Complex Recreation / Facility Assistant - Full-time May Ist -August 31st
Golden Hawk Children's Sports Camp Coordinator - Part-time May/June, Full-time July/August
Golden Hawk Sports Camp Counsellors - Full-time hours late June - late August
Hawk's Desk Attendant / Lifeguard -Full-time Hour Positions |
Hawk's Desk / Fitness Centre Attendants - Part-time Positions
Lifeguards - Part-time Positions
Climbing Wall Instructors - Part-time Positions
STUDENT EMPLOYMENT & LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR FALL/WINTER 2006/07
COORDINATOR STUDENT LEADER POSITIONS - DUE FRIDAY MARCH 10th, 2006
Hawk's Desk / Customer Service Coordinator Fitness Centre Coordinator
Group Fitness Program Coordinator Head Lifeguaajjjfc
Assistant Head Lifeguards (2) Special Coordinator
Climbing Wall Coordinator Recrea^^^^pistant
Intramural Coordinator Coordinated -g
Basketball Event Coordinator Vo|jfßall E|jpt Coordinator
Hockey Event Coordinator ißppiM Coordinator
Concession Coordinator ~-v- IlllllF
HOURLY PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT 17th, 2006
Intramural Referee-In-Chief positions; Intramural Refejj||g|Ha\vk aiJgpFitness Centre Attendants;
Lifeguards; Athletic Event Staff; Stadium Aerobics, Cycle Fit,
Pilates, Yoga, and Dance Instructors; Climbing Wall more!
*
•
Visit the Department of Athletics and Recreation website, ensure you have required
qualifications, and a passion for sport and recreation.
Submit a resume and cover letter by the due date listed above to the
Department of Athletics & Recreation Main Office in the Athletic Complex
between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday
Please submit a separate resume for each position applying for and indicate it on the
cover letter. Only those selected for interviews will be contacted.
I : jc|js visi tjttte
Department of Athleties tiori website at
i golden HAWKS www.laurierathletics.com/jobs
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1976-·1986 
-While radicals dominated discourse in the previous decode, f~om 197 6-1986 Laurier come full circle and went 
bock to its conservative roots. While The Cord was busy becoming o more professional student paper, on economic 
recession, the threat of nuclear annihilation and those pesky Communists kept things less than mundane 
Courtesy of Wilfrid Laurier University Archives and Special Collections 
FUN WITH WATER (AGAIN) · In a throwback to frosh initiations of the past, the traditional 'water drop' welcomed new students to WLU. 
MORE PROFESSIONAL · The Cord's first coloL 
KRIS COTE 
Cord Historian 
At the turn of the decade, students 
told The Cord Weekly that they felt 
that the 1980s would be much dif-
ferent than the 1970s. A resurgent 
conservative tendency would fix 
the social ills of the previous 
decade, they believed, or as sec-
ond-year history student Diane 
Gallinger put it, "we may be forced 
to rethink some of our values." 
Many of the debates that arose 
in this decade bear a striking 
resemblence to the issues of 
today. Women's rights, equality, 
gay rights and rising tuition were 
discussed both then and now. 
At the same time, in nearly 
every issue of The Cord there 
loomed the dark cloud over the 
future. Nuclear annihilation 
appeared a very real threat and 
job prospects were bleak. In such 
a situation, what was the value of 
a university education, mused 
The Cord. But unlike the previous 
generation who turned to radical 
solutions to solve their problems, 
students of this decade embraced 
a decidedly more conservative 
outlook. 
A period of professionalization 
Having emerged from its radical 
stage intact, The Cord took a more 
moderate approach in its editori-
als and news coverage in this 
decade. 
It appears that activities at WLU 
were similarly moderated, as a 
November 13, 1975 editorial com-
plaied that "Life around Laurier is 
going on in the usual fashion 
these days, not much of anything 
is going on of any consequence". 
By March 18, 1976, The Cord's 
editor lamented that "It is getting 
to be a terrible chore to turn out 
some kind of nonsense to fill this 
space every week." 
To compensate, the entertain-
ment and sports sections of the 
newspaper were expanded, and a 
page was dedicated to poetry. 
With this added content, the size 
of The Cord ballooned, and 20-
page issues became the norm. 
Content from Canadian 
University Press (CUP) was also 
effectively used to report on issues 
outside the means of The Cord, 
but which still affected students. 
As the decade progressed, The 
Cord developed into a more pro-
fessional newspaper, losing its 
student rag persona in the 
process. 
In Feb. 1979, and agreement was 
signed between WLUSU and 
WLUSP, distancing the relation-
ship between the two organiza-
tions and ensuring that the Union 
could not influence content. 
Content also became much 
more professional, and beginning 
in 1983, the editor-in-chief (EIC) 
became a paid position. 
As I 
in 198· 
Corde 
beyon 
ments 
me am 
neede< 
condi1 
staff." 
The 
can 
wht 
aga 
can 
The is: 
While 
advoe< 
was nc 
the pa 
rhetor: 
cific is: 
cooter 
for an< 
busim 
For 
1976,' 
warne 
men 1 
criticii 
taking 
tion. Yi 
editon 
dis par 
could 
the bt 
lacked 
petitiv 
OftE 
great e. 
as wa: 
Jackie 
editori 
warne 
eating 
specia 
comrr 
Warne 
repeat 
contrc 
ments 
releva1 
The 
came 
1982, 1 
recogr 
pus eli 
StU< 
argue< 
shoul< 
tation 
campt 
Homo 
ins tea, 
Unive1 
Whi 
addre: 
debat1 
letters 
the cl 
refute 
raise a 
T  
W E D N E S D A Y  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 0 6  + 1 3  
~ 
?  
~
' I O N A L - T h e  C o r d ' s  f i r s t  c o l o u r  c o v e r  ( l e f t )  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a p e r ' s  i m p r o v e m e n t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  c a r t o o n s  b e c a m e  a n  p o p u l a r  f o r m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  T h e  C o r d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e ,  a l s o  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  
~ d e c a d e ,  s t u d e n t s  
' e e k l y  t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  
a u l d  b e  m u c h  d i f -
1 9 7 0 s .  A  r e s u r g e n t  
1 1 d e n c y  w o u l d  f i x  
o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
~lieved, o r  a s  s e c -
r y  s t u d e n t  D i a n e  
" w e  m a y  b e  f o r c e d  
o f  o u r  v a l u e s . "  
i e b a t e s  t h a t  a r o s e  
b e a r  a  s t r i k i n g  
o  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  
;  r i g h t s ,  e q u a l i t y ,  
" i s i n g  t u i t i o n  w e r e  
t h e n  a n d  n o w .  
t i m e ,  i n  n e a r l y  
T h e  C o r d  t h e r e  
r k  c l o u d  o v e r  t h e  
e a r  a n n i h i l a t i o n  
y  r e a l  t h r e a t  a n d  
e r e  b l e a k .  I n  s u c h  
L t  w a s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
d u c a t i o n ,  m u s e d  
n l i k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
t u r n e d  t o  r a d i c a l  
v e  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s ,  
d e c a d e  e m b r a c e d  
o r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
· e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  
~ed f r o m  i t s  r a d i c a l  
~ C o r d  t o o k  a  m o r e  
l a c h  i n  i t s  e d i t o r i -
c o v e r a g e  i n  t h i s  
t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  W L U  
m o d e r a t e d ,  a s  a  
9 7 5  e d i t o r i a l  c o m -
,  a r o u n d  L a u r i e r  i s  
1 e  u s u a l  f a s h i o n  
m u c h  o f  a n y t h i n g  
1 y  c o n s e q u e n c e " .  
1 9 7 6 ,  T h e  C o r d ' s  
l  t h a t  " I t  i s  g e t t i n g  
c h o r e  t o  t u r n  o u t  
J n s e n s e  t o  f i l l  t h i s  
~k." 
L t e ,  t h e  e n t e r t a i n -
t s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
~ e x p a n d e d ,  a n d  a  
i c a t e d  t o  p o e t r y .  
l  c o n t e n t ,  t h e  s i z e  
u l o o n e d ,  a n d  2 0 -
~came t h e  n o r m .  
J m  C a n a d i a n  
s  ( C U P )  w a s  a l s o  
t o  r e p o r t  o n  i s s u e s  
~ans o f  T h e  C o r d ,  
1 f f e c t e d  s t u d e n t s .  
e  p r o g r e s s e d ,  T h e  
I  i n t o  a  m o r e  p r o -
p a p e r ,  l o s i n g  i t s  
p e r s o n a  i n  t h e  
m d  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  
m  W L U S U  a n d  
; i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n -
h e  t w o  o r g a n i z a -
i n g  t h a t  t h e  U n i o n  
n e e  c o n t e n t .  
J  b e c a m e  m u c h  
1 a l ,  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  
t o r - i n - c h i e f  ( E I C )  
J o s i t i o n .  
A s  E d i t o r  J a c k i e  K a i s e r  a r g u e d  
i n  1 9 8 4 ,  " t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  p a y i n g  T h e  
C o r d  e d i t o r  a  f u l l - t i m e  s a l a r y  g o e s  
b e y o n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i m p r o v e -
m e n t s  f o r  t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  I t  
m e a n s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  m u c h -
n e e d e d  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  w o r k i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  C o r d  
s t a f f . "  
t i o n .  T h e  i s s u e  e v e n  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r e s s ,  
a n d  w a s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  T o r o n t o  
S t a r .  T h e  d e c i s i o n  w a s  r e v e r s e d  i n  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u m m e r ,  t h o u g h  
e d i t o r i a l  c o m m e n t  w a s  r e s e r v e d  
f o r  t h e  " u n d e m o c r a t i c  n a t u r e "  o f  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i s s u e s  
t h e m s e l v e s .  
D e b a t e  o n  t h e  
T h e  i s s u e  o f  g a y  r i g h t s  a t  W l U  
i s s u e  w a s  s p a r k e d  
a g a i n  i n  1 9 8 3  w h e n  
a  n u m b e r  o f  e d i t o r i -
a l s  a n d  l e t t e r s  
a r g u e d  w h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  t h e  b i b l e  s u p -
p o r t e d  h o m o s e x u -
a l i t y  o r  c o n d e m n e d  
i t .  B u t  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  d e c a d e ,  T h e  
c a m e  t o  a  h e a d  o n  J a n .  2 1  1 9 8 2 ,  
w h e n  t h e  S t u d e n t s '  U n i o n  v o t e d  
a g a i n s t  r e c o g n i z i n g  G a y  l a u r i e r ,  a  
c a m p u s  c l u b  f o r  g a y  s t u d e n t s .  
T h e  i s s u e s  o f  t o d a y  
W h i l e  T h e  C o r d  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  
a d v o c a t e d  f o r  w o m e n ' s  r i g h t s ,  i t  
w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e r  1 9 7 0 s  t h a t  
t h e  p a p e r  m o v e d  b e y o n d  f e m i n i s t  
r h e t o r i c  a n d  b e g a n  t o  e x p l o r e  s p e -
c i f i c  i s s u e s .  W o r k p l a c e  e q u i t y  w a s  a  
c o n t e n t i o u s  i s s u e ,  a n d  a r t i c l e s  b o t h  
f o r  a n d  a g a i n s t  w o m e n ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  w o r l d  w e r e  d e b a t e d .  
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  
1 9 7 6 ,  a  C U P  a r t i c l e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
w o m e n  e a r n e d  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  w h a t  
m e n  m a d e  i n  s i m i l a r  j o b s ,  a n d  
c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  n o t  
t a k i n g  a c t i o n  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  s i t u a -
t i o n .  Y e t ,  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 8 0  a n  
e d i t o r i a l  s e e m i n g l y  j u s t i f i e d  t h i s  
d i s p a r i t y  b y  a r g u i n g  t h a t  w o m e n  
c o u l d  n o t  b e  a s  g o o d  a s  m e n  i n  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  w o r l d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
l a c k e d  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  a n d  c o m -
p e t i t i v e n e s s .  
O f t e n ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k e  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  c h a n g e  i n  C o r d  c o n t e n t ,  
a s  w a s  t h e  c a s e  i n  1 9 8 3 - 8 4  w h e n  
J a c k i e  K a i s e r  w a s  E I C .  N u m e r o u s  
e d i t o r i a l s  l a m e n t e d  t h e  w a y  w h i c h  
w o m e n  w e r e  t r e a t e d ,  a  f e a t u r e  o n  
e a t i n g  d i s o r d e r s  w a s  p r i n t e d  a n d  a  
s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  
c o m m e m o r a t e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
W o m e n ' s  D a y .  W h i l e  K a i s e r  w a s  
r e p e a t e d l y  a c c u s e d  o f  s t i r r i n g  u p  
c o n t r o v e r s y ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  a r g u -
m e n t s  t h a t  s h e  m a d e  w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  
r e l e v a n t  i n  t o d a y ' s  C o r d .  
.  T h e  i s s u e  o f  g a y  r i g h t s  a t  W L U  
c a m e  t o  a  h e a d  o n  J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  
1 9 8 2 ,  w h e n  W L U S U  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  
r e c o g n i z i n g  G a y  L a u r i e r ,  a  c a m -
p u s  c l u b  f o r  g a y  s t u d e n t s .  
S t u d e n t  P r e s i d e n t  J o e  V i e t  
a r g u e d  t h a t  " I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  a  c l u b  
s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  s e x u a l  o r i e n -
t a t i o n , "  a n d  t h a t  ' ' I ' m  n o t  s u r e  o u r  
c a m p u s  i s  r e a d y  f o r  a  g a y  c l u b . "  
H o m o s e x u a l s  w e r e  u r g e d  t o  
i n s t e a d  j o i n  t h e  g a y  c l u b  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f W a t e r l o o .  
W h i l e  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  n o t  
a d d r e s s e d  i n  e d i t o r i a l s ,  l i v e l y  
d e b a t e  w a s  c a r r i e d  o n  t h r o u g h  
l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r .  S u p p o r t e r s  o f  
t h e  c l u b  u s e d  t h i s  m e d i u m  t o  
r e f u t e  t h e  U n i o n ' s  d e c i s i o n  a n d  
r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a -
C o r d  r e m a i n e d  
a m b i g u o u s  o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  g a y  
r i g h t s .  
C o m m u n i s t s  i n v a d e  U  o f W  
T h e  C o r d  r e m a i n e d  f a i r l y  c o n s e r -
v a t i v e  i n  -i t s  o u t l o o k  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h i s  d e c a d e ,  b u t  i t  t o o k  a n  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a t e r l o o  b e t w e e n  
t h e  s t u d e n t  f e d e r a t i o n  a n d  i t s  
s c h o o l ' s  · o f f i c i a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  T h e  
C h e v r o n .  
T h e  i s s u e  b e & < f n  o n  O c t o b e r  7 ,  
1 9 7 6 ,  a f t e r  T h e  C h e v r o n  w a s  s h u t  
d o w n  b y  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  s t u -
d e n t s  f o r  s u p p o s e d l y  b e i n g  i n f i l -
t r a t e d  b y  t h e  A n t i - I m p e r i a l i s t  
A l l i a n c e ,  a  f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  C a n a d a .  
( M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t ) .  W h i l e  T h e  
C o r d  d i d n ' t  a p p r o v e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  
o r  e d i t o r i a l  l i n e  o f  T h e  C h e v r o n ,  
a n  e d i t o r i a l  d e n o u n c e d  i t s  s u p -
p r e s s i o n  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f r e e  
s p e e c h .  
W i t h  T h e  C h e v r o n  s h u t  o u t  o f  i t s  
o f f i c e ,  t h e  F r e e  C h e v r o n  w a s  e s t a b -
l i s h e d  a n d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  f o u g h t  
w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  
o v e r  f u n d i n g .  A t  o n e  p o i n t ,  T h e  
C o r d  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f i s t - f i g h t s  l i t e r -
a l l y  b r o k e  o u t  b e t w e e n  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  F r e e  C h e v r o n  a n d  t h e  f e d e r -
a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s .  
T h e  issue~stretched o u t  f o r  s e v -
e r a l  y e a r s ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  a  g r o u p  
o f  s t u d e n t s  b r o k e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  
F r e e  C h e v r o n ,  f o r m e d  t h e  I m p r i n t ,  
a n d  w o n  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  t h e  o f f i -
c i a l  n e w s p a p e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f W a t e r l o o .  
S u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  a  
J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  e d i t o r i a l  m u s e d  
t h a t  " I n  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p l a c e  l i k e  
W L U ,  t h e r e  i s n ' t  m u c h  r o o m  f o r  
h i g h l y  v o c a l  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s .  
B u t  w h a t  w e  d o  h a v e  i s  a  r i n g s i d e  
s e a t  g i v i n g  u s  a  g o o d  v i e w  o f  
C o m m u n i s t s  i n  a c t i o n . "  
N u c l e a r  d o o · m s d a y  
" W i l l  w e  s u r v i v e  u n t i l  2 0 0 0 ? "  a n d  
" A l c o k  p r e d i c t s  W W I I I  b y  y e a r  
2 0 0 0 "  r e a d  T h e  C o r d ' s  h e a d l i n e s  
o n  F e b r u a r y  4  a n d  O c t o b e r  2 8  o f  
1 9 8 2 .  T h e s e  h e a d l i n e s  r e p r e s e n t -
e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e ,  i n  w h i c h  
t h e r e  w a s  a  g r o w i n g  f e a r  o f  
n u c l e a r  w a r  a n d  i t s  i n h e r e n t  g l o b -
a l  d e s t r u c t i o n .  
T h e  i s s u e s  o f  d e t e r r e n c e  v s .  d i s -
a r m a m e n t  w e r e  d e b a t e d  a d  
i n f i n i t u m  w i t h o u t  a  c l e a r  c o n s e n -
s u s  e v e r  b e i n g  r e a c h e d .  O n  
N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  T h e  C o r d  
a s k e d  s t u d e n t s  h o w  l o n g  t h e y  
b e l i e v e d  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  f o r  n u c l e a r  
w a r  t o  b r e a k  o u t ,  a n d  t h r e e  o u t  o f  
t h e  f i v e  s e r i o u s  a n s w e r s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  o c c u r  b e f o r e  t h e  
y e a r  2 0 0 0 .  
T h e  n u c l e a r  d i l e m m a  c a m e  t o  a  
c r e s c e n d o  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  o f  t h e  
m a d e - f o r - T V  m o v i e  T h e  D a y  A f t e r .  
.  T h e  f i l m ,  w h i c h  d e p i c t s  a  b l e a k  
f u t u r e  f o r  h u m a n i t y  f o l l o w i n g  a  
n u c l e a r  w a r ,  p r o m p t e d  a  n e w  
s e n s e  o f  a c t i v i s m  i n  T h e  C o r d  a n d  
a t  L a u r i e r .  
" C o n s i d e r  c a r e f u l l y  w h a t  y o u r  
x o l e  m i g h t  b e  a s  a  c o n c e r n e d  a n d  
a b l e  c i t i z e n  o f  t h i s  w o r l d , "  a n  e d i t o -
r i a l  b e g g e d ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  " I f  y o u  w e r e  
t h e  l e a s t  b i t  g l a d  t o  h a v e  a  w o r l d  t o  
w a k e  u p  t o  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  t h e n  d o  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  i t s  s t i l l  
t h e r e  f i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  n o w . "  
a t e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m -
m e r .  
I n  M a r c h  o f  1 9 7 7 ,  T h e  C o r d  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  n e a r l y  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  
s t u d e n t s  e x p e c t e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  1 0 . 2  p e r c e n t  o f  
t h e m  w o u l d  s t r i k e  o u t  a n d  r e m a i n  
u n e m p l o y e d .  
B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  t h e  
e m p l o y m e n t  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  g r a d s  
r e m a i n e d  t h e  s a m e .  T h e  r e c e s s i o n  
w a s  r e a l l y  a  d e p r e s s i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  
w e r e  t o l d ,  a n d  i t  w a s  l e a d i n g  t o  a  
' l o s t  g e n e r a t i o n '  w h o  " f e e l  t h e  
c o u n t r y  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  t h e m  a n d  
t h e y  a r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r y . "  
W h i l e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n r o l m e n t  h a d  
i n c r e a s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e ,  
T h e  C o r d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
m e r e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  
s i t u a t i o n ;  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
f a v o u r e d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  k e e p  t h e  
u n e m p l o y e d  o c c u p i e d ,  a n d  s t u -
d e n t s  f a v o u r e d  s c h o o l  o v e r  
m e n i a l  j o b s  o r  u n e m p l o y m e n t .  
D e c l i n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e l e v a n c y ?  
D e s p i t e  r i s i n g  e n r o l m e n t  r a t e s ,  
t h e  v a l u e  o f  a  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  
w a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u e s -
t i o n  i n  t h e  p a g e s  o f  T h e  C o r d .  A s  
W C \ S  r e p o r t e d  o n  
I r o n i c a l l y ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  
J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
" T h e  m a j o r  i n c r e a s -
e s  ( i n  u n e m p l o y -
m e n t ) ,  i n  p e r c e n t -
a g e  t e r m s ,  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  i n  p o s t -
s e c o n d a r y  p e o p l e . "  
T h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  c o m -
b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  r e c e s s i o n ,  
c o n c e r n s ·  o v e r  s t u d e n t  s a f e t y  
d o m i n a t e d  t h e  p a g e s  o f  T h e  C o r d ,  
a  m a n  t h r e w  h i m s e l f  o u t  o f  a  
s e v e n t h - s t o r y  w i n d Q w  o f  t h e  
l i b r a r y .  
h a d  e a r l i e r  l e d  T h e  
C o r d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  
1 9 7 6  t o  q u e s t i o n  
T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n  i m p r o m p t u  
.  s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  a m o n g  2 0 0  s t u -
d e n t s  b y  a  p s y c h o l o g y  c l a s s  w e r e  
p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e  o f  
T h e  C o r d ,  a n d  t h e y  r e v e a l e d  s t u -
d e n t  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  f i l m  a n d  t h e i r  
o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  n u c l e a r  i s s u e .  
W h i l e  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  
i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b i - l a t e r a l  d i s a r m a -
m e n t  p r i o r  t o  w a t c h i n g  t h e  f i l m ,  
m o s t  r e s p o n d e n t s  e x p e r i e n c e d  
f e a r ,  h o r r o r  a n d  t e r r o r  a t  t h e  
d e p i c t i o n s  i n  T h e  D a y  A f t e r .  A s  
w e l l ,  a  m a j o r i t y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  
f i l m  w o u l d  b r i n g  g r e a t e r  a w a r e -
n e s s  t o  n u c l e a r  i s s u e s .  
G r o u p s  c a m p a i g n i n g  a g a i n s t  
n u c l e a r  b u i l d u p  r e c e i v e d  
i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  c o v e r a g e  i n  
T h e  C o r d ,  a n d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 4  
W L U S U  a l s o  l e n t  i t s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
p e a c e  m o v e m e n t .  W h i l e  n o t i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a  v e r y  r a r e  o c c u r -
r e n c e ,  T h e  C o r d  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  
U n i o n  f o r  t a k i n g  a  s t a n c e  b n  a n  
i s s u e  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e y o n d  t h e  c o n -
f i n e s  o f W L U .  
A  b l e a k  f u t u r e  f o r  W L U  s t u d e n t s  
T h e  m o s t  pervasi~ a n d  d o m i n a n t  
t o p i c  o f  t h i s  d e c a d e  w a s  t h a t  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  e c o n o -
m y  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  j o b s  f o r  g r a d u -
w h e t h e r  t o o  m u c h  w a s  b e i n g  
s p e n t  o n  s t u d e n t s  i n  a  t i m e  o f  
n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s ,  c o n -
c l u d i n g  t h a t  f e w e r  .  s t u d e n t s  
s h o u l d  b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  s y s t e m .  
B e s i d e s  q u e s t i o n i n g  i t s  r e l e v a n -
c y ,  T h e  C o r d  a l s o  q u ·e r i e d  t h e  
n o t i o n  t h a t  u n i v e r s i t y  w a s  p a r t  o f  a  
g r a n d  d e s i g n  t o  p l a c a t e  a n d  i s o l a t e  
s t u d e n t s .  " T h i s  d e p r e c a t i o n  [ a  
r e s u l t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n ]  o f  
e x p e r i e n c e  e a t s  a w a y  t h e  b a s i s  
f r o m  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  f e e l  r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r  o t h e r s , "  T h e  
C o r d  a r g u e d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  
1 9 7 5 .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  s y s -
t e m  w a s  " a n t i - p e r s o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  
r e a c t i o n a r y  a n d  m o r a l l y  b a n k -
r u p t . "  
D e s p i t e  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m ,  L a u r i e r  c o n t i n -
u e d  t o  g r o w  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
d e . c a d e ,  b e c o m i n g ,  t o  t h e  c h a g r i n  
o f  T h e  C o r d ,  a  m i d d l e - s i z e d  
s c h o o l .  
' F i s c a l  f a s c i s m '  
O n  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  a n  e d i t o r i a l  
a r g u e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  d i d n ' t  p a y  
e n o u g h  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  
s i n c e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  m a k e  t h e  n e c -
e s s a r y  s a c r i f i c e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  
f u n d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  d e c r e a s e d .  
T h e  w i s h  c a m e  t r u e ,  a s  t u i t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c a d e .  
T h e  C o r d  q u i c k l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  i t s  
o p i n i o n  a n d  b e g a n  t o  l a m e n t  f o r  
t h e  l o s s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  
T u i t i o n  w a s  $ 5 8 8  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  b u t  
h a d  r i s e n  t o  $ 1 , 1 3 0  b y  1 9 8 4 .  
M o r e o v e r ,  s t u d e n t s  p a i d  a  g r e a t e r  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t u i t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g ,  a n d  O S A P  
g r a n t s  h a d  l a r g e l y  b e e n  t r a n s -
f o r m e d  i n t o  l o a n s .  
O u t r a g e  f o r  r i s i n g  t u i t i o n  p r i c e s  
w a s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
a n d  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e  
e c o n o m i c  p o l i c i e s  o f  p r i m e  m i n i s -
t e r  P i e r r e  T r u d e a u  w e r e  u n i v e r s a l -
l y  u n p o p u l a r  i n  T h e  C o r d ,  a n d  h e  
w a s  s c a p e g o a t e d  f o r  a l l  t h e  f i n a n -
c i a l  w o e s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t .  
P a r a l l e l i n g  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p -
m e n t s ,  i n  1 9 8 1  t h e  H a r r y  F i s c h e r  
R e p o r t  o n  t h e  F u t u r e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  U n i v e r s i t i e s  w a s  
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v -
e r n m e n t .  T h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  
c a l l e d  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  f u n d i n g  s o  a s  
t o  i n c r e a s e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d  q u a l -
i t y .  B u t  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  T h - e  C o r d  
l a m e n t e d ,  t h e  r e p o r t  h a d  b e e n  a l l  
b u t  i g n o r e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  i t  h a d  
i d e n t i f i e d  h a d  o n l y  g o t t e n  w o r s e .  
" T h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  p a i n f u l l y  
c l e a r ;  t h e  T o r i e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e d u -
c a t i o n  i s  a  c o m m o d i t y  w h i c h  c a n  
b e  b o u g h t  a n d  s o l d ,  a n d  t o d a y ' s  
y o u t h  a r e  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  l i k e  
w o r t h l e s s  s t o c k , "  t h e  p a p e r  
e x p l a i n e d  o n  O c t o b e r  6 ,  1 9 8 3 .  
B e y o n d  t h e  d o o m  a n d  g l o o m ,  
p~ogress w a s  m a d e  
D e s p i t e  t h e  d o o m  a n d  g l o o m  o f  
t h e  d e c a d e ,  p r o g r e s s  w a s  m a d e  f o r  
b o t h  T h e  C o r d  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  
b o d y .  T h e  p a p e r  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s -
i n g l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z e d  a n d  a l s o  
m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t .  T h i s  l a t t e r  
i s s u e  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  
i n  c o m i n g  y e a r s .  
A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  T h e  C o r d  w a s  
u s e d  a s  a  v e h i c l e  t o  . e n h a n c e  s t u - ·  
d e n t  l i f e .  A  r a s h  o f  a t t a c k s ,  r a p e s  
a n d  c r i m e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 8 0 s  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  a w a r e n e s s  
o v e r  i s s u e s  o f  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d  T h e  
( : o r d  p u s h e d  W L U S U  t o  f o r m  
s o m e  s o r t  o f  ' e s c o r t  s e r v i c e '  t o  
w a l k  s t u d e n t s  h o m e  a t  n i g h t .  
T r a f f i c  p r o b l e m s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  H a z e l ,  w e r e  c o n -
t i n u a l l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  T h e  C o r d ,  
a n d  t h e  i s s u e  b e c a m e  p o p u l a r  
a m o n g  s t u d e n t  p o l i t i c i a n s .  
I r o n i c a l l y ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  
c o n c e r n s  o v e r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s a f e t y  
o f  s t u d e n t s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  p a g e s  
o f  T h e  C o r d ,  a  m a n  t h r e w  h i m s e l f  
o u t  o f  a  s e v e n t h - s t o r y  w i n d o w  o f  
t h e  l i b r a r y .  W h i l e  t h e  m a n  l i v e d ,  a  
g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  m e n t a l  a n x i -
e t i e s  a l s o  b e g a n  t o  d e v e l o p .  
E n j o y i n g  C o r d  H i s t o r y  a s  m u c h  a s  
u s ?  L o o k  f o r  p a r t  s e v e n  o f  t h e  
s e r i e s ,  d u e  o u t  M a r c h  1 5 .  
Student Life
On the market? Sell yourself
Mixing business and pleasure? You can have them both
D.J. DEMERS
Sexandthe University
As any Laurier student knows,
business is kind of a big deal, and
there is no escaping it, even when
it comes to romance.
I know what you're thinking:
"Did Jessie Spano and AC Slater
ever do it?" More relevant to the
point, you're also thinking, "I don't
want to read about business!"
However, I want to tell you just
how helpful business concepts
can be in everyday life. More
specifically, I want to show you
how the concepts of marketing
can be used to land the girl ofyour
dreams.
Like any business, your aim is to
sell your product, and there is no
better way than to utilize the four
trusty P's of the marketing mix:
Product, Price, Place and
Promotion.
You are obviously the business,
and your companionship is the
product that you're selling. You're
not actually "selling" your com-
panionship: it is simply an exten-
sion of the analogy. If you are, in
fact, selling your companionship, I
believe you may have a more
entrepreneurial spirit than most
(and slightly less morals).
First, let's start off with the prod-
uct. If you're trying to market
yourself as a premium product,
don't just settle for any girl that
throws herself at you (read: easy).
You want to set a high standard so
that if a girl does obtain you, she
feels that she is in elite company.
Begin your marketing with
some extensive promotion. What's
the use of having a great product if
you haven't let people know that
you have a great product? You can
achieve this by using tactics such
as sponsorship. Just as McDonalds
pays to be associated with the
Olympics, you too can associate
with someone who possesses
many positive attributes (read:
sexiness).
I must once again stress that
companies pay for sponsorship.
For the purposes of this analogy,
you should not. Flowever, you
should become friends with or
make a positive impression on
someone who has a good reputa-
tion. If you do this, potential suit-
ors will think, "Wow, ifthey associ-
ate with him, maybe I should too!"
Another integral component of
promotion is advertising. I'm not
saying that you should blatantly
brag or lie, but let potential suitors
know what sets you apart from the
rest. Do some personal selling, or
use your friends as a medium. All
it takes is for one friend to say,
"Hey, did you hear [insert your
name here) is a big-time pianist?"
Now word will spread of your
piano abilities, and very little work
is required.
Just make sure you have the
abilities to back up the claim. False
advertising can get a product run
right out of the market, if you
know what I mean.
We now turn our attention to
place. Any good marketing plan is
contingent upon where the prod-
uct is being sold. Are you a witty
speaker, always quick on your
feet? Try to sell your product in the
classroom, at the workplace or at
Wilf's. Just recognize that if you
lack any pick-up lines and/or
dancing ability, you are not mar-
keting yourself properly by attend-
ing local dance clubs three times a
week. There is music blaring, peo-
ple are hammered, and your abili-
ty to carry a prolonged conversa-
tion isn't a big selling feature here.
Know your strengths, and sell your
product at the places where you
can fully display these strengths.
Have you ever seen the guy who
is not good-looking at all and
doesn't have a ridiculous amount
of money, yet has a beautiful
woman on his arm? Chalk that up
to proper utilization of the four P's.
Hey, effective marketing has made
some people believe that Ashlee
Simpson has talent. Just imagine
what it can do for you!
And if none of this works, just
launch a new product line or tar-
get a new market. Sure, it sounds
like a lot of work, but in the busi-
ness world, it all comes down to
the bottom line.
RICHARD BRANSON - The marketing genius behind the Virgin empire is certainly no virgin himself. Just look at him.
BLAIROSCOPES
Aquarius (jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Happy Birthday Aquarius!
With Valentine's Day just passing and
your birthday around this time, your
friends are starting to think you're a
present-hoarding jerk. Be super
duper nice to your friends this week
by doing their laundry or writing their
essays. It's karma baby.
Famous Aquarians:
Wayne Gretsky
Zsa Zsa Gabor
Yoko Ono
Opra Winfrey
Joe Pesci
Pistes (Feb. 19-Mar. 20)
You know that song you just can't get
out of your head? Yeah you
should probably get that looked at by
a doctor, you might be crazy.
Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19}
You're pasty. Start hitting the tanning
bed this week so you'll have a base
tan for wherever you go for reading
week.
Tourus (Apr. 20-May 20}
Has anyone told you you're a pain in
the ass? Yeah, well then stop subject-
ing your roommates to lengthy dia-
tribes about why your life sucks. They
know it sucks and you know it sucks
so now it's old news.
\~Z 7~~. « .Gemini (May 2 /-Jane 2 Ii ft
4" %
Take advantage of Waterloo's erratic
weather and have sex when there's
still snow on the ground in Waterloo
Park. Beware of the llamas though,
they hiss, bite and spit.
Corner (June 22-july 22)
•Si
Call that friend you haven't hung out
with since Ist year. You'll probably
find out that their life is miserable and
you'll feel much better about yourself
by comparison.
lea (July 23-August 22)
I%J> %
Grrr! Your sexual appetite was not fed
during yesterday's V-Day activities so
today you should head on down to
The Stag Shop and buy yourself
some lovin. Like the ol' saying goes:
You can take home a fisherman and
get a piece tonight, you can take
home his fishing rod and get some for
life.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) fthj# W \J'"X
Be careful which shoes you wear out.
It's slippery and if Saturn aligns with
Pluto, you might fall in dog shit.
Libra Sect. 23-Oct. 22) A%JL
Libras are known for their indecisive-
ness so this week, let your posse pick
the bar and focus on looking your
finest when you do show up.
Storpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
Mid-terms and essays got you
stressed? Take a break from studying
and relax by doing yoga or smoking a
big spliff. Either way, really.
Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec. 21)
Your muck mouth has pissed a lot of
people off recently. Get back in their
good graces by having a huge party
on Friday when the stars and Venus
align, indicating it won't get busted by
the 5-0.
Capricorn {Dec. 22-jan. 19) "^2^
You'll meet someone at the bar this
week that you think "really under-
stands you" and decide to go home
with them. You'll wake up in a crack-
house in Kitchener with one or more
venereal diseases. Trust me, Mars
never lies.
Blair Forsyth-Stark has been
fabricating horoscopes since the
mid-eighties. Her predictions ate
accurate to within 3.1 percent. 1"
times out of20. She's got skills
you just can't teach, son.
Think yon know how the stars
align any better? Ifyou'd like to
fabricate some horoscopes for
Laurier's consumption, email:
nrpinchev@cordivcekly.coni
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You could catch more than some good sun
JENNIFER O'NEILL
Body Break
With just a few more days to go
before reading week, some of us
are anticipating a week-long get-
away to a warm place, sitting on
the beach, drinking daiquiris by
the pool and enjoying the sun.
Although there is nothing
unhealthy about a little relaxation
and vitamin D, other health con-
siderations need to be taken into
consideration before flying off this
weekend.
You might have seen the new
advertisements for the dual vac-
cine against both Hepatitis A and
B. The commercials show a scene
similar to a place that any of us
might be traveling to for reading
week. But, what is Hepatitis A and
B, how is it transmitted, are you at
risk and is it worth getting the vac-
cine?
Hepatitis can be spread via con-
taminated ice cubes, cooking
utensils, raw fruit or vegetables
washed in contaminated water
There are several things that you
need to consider before assessing
how much pre-travel health atten-
tion is needed.
For destinations where water
quality, accommodation, medical
care, hygiene and sanitation are all
high there are fewer risks of con-
tracting a disease such as Hep A.
This will apply to most of you
going to major cities, ski chalets or
anywhere within Canada.
However, if you are traveling
outside of Canada or to a remote
area where there is no medical
care, clean water and poor sanita-
tion, you are at a higher risk of
contracting common traveling
diseases.
Hepatitis A is a highly conta-
gious virus that attacks the liver. It
is spread by the fecal-oral route,
close person-to-person contact or
through ingesting contaminated
water or food. This can include
contaminated ice cubes, cooking
utensils, uncooked fruit, vegeta-
bles washed in contaminated
water or raw shellfish.
Symptoms can leave you debili-
tated in bed with fever, fatigue,
loss of appetite, nausea, abdomi-
nal discomfort, jaundice and dark
urine. As many as 22 percent of
those affected with Hep A will
require hospitaliza-
tion, and approxi-
mately 100 people
will die from this dis-
ease each year.
Hepatitis B, like
Hepatitis A is a liver
disease. It is spread
through body fluids.
You can contract Hep
B by having sex with someone that
is infected, using a contaminated
needle (this includes tattoos and
body piercing equipment), shar-
ing a toothbrush or razor with
someone who is infected or travel-
ing to a place where Hep B is com-
mon.
Symptoms of this disease
include: exhaustion, upset stom-
ach, fever, loss of appetite, stom-
ach pain and diarrhea. Treatment
is available, but when left undiag-
nosed it could cause your liver to
breakdown.
Symptoms of both these dis-
eases are similar to the symptoms
of the common flu and food poi-
soning; because of this, self-diag-
nosis can be wrong.
Hep A and B are contagious
even before you experience any
symptoms. If you experience any-
thing suspicious upon returning
home, see your family doctor,
especially if you have visited an
area that has an outbreak of the
disease.
Even the most cautious travel-
ers can contract Hep A, so be
mindful when traveling to resorts
this spring break. Endemic regions
include: Mexico, parts of the
Caribbean, South America,
Central America, Africa, the
Mediterranean and the Middle
East.
It is recommended if you are
traveling to any of these regions
that you get a vaccine before you
leave.
Although there are single vacci-
nations out there that cover both
Hep A and B, most of us would
have received our Hep B shots in
grade seven. These shots are effec-
tive for up to three years. Before
getting any vaccines speak to a
health care professional who
knows your medical history.
PINA COLADA? - Or a cesspool of disease? This drink could be contaminated, so get your Hepatitis shots!
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Best student location in town - minutes to
everything you would ever need... campus,
grocery store, Tim Horton's, banks, bars,
beer and liquor stores...
Or CLI New building with spacious, very clean,
'
yVlr If and efficient living arrangements
Hrr Worry-free housing for 2006/2007 ot the right price!
Call 741-7724 to set up a time to visit the Bridgeport Suites located at 34 Bridgeport Road East -
one look and you will be done house shopping (taking groups of 4,3,2, or 1).
International
Fitting inside theWLU bubble
Going away to university is never easy, but is especially difficult for Laurier's international students. Here's the story of one girl's struggle to adapt
TONY FERGUSON
International Editor
As many travelers know, going to a
different country can be intimi-
dating. For someone traveling
alone, a new culture or even a lan-
guage barrier can be frustrating.
When Claudia Esparza arrived
in Canada from Mexico, this is just
what she experienced.
She came to Laurier through
Laurier International (LINT) in the
fall of 2004 to study communica-
tions, thrilled about going on
exchange.
"It's an awesome experience to
come here but it's very hard," she
said, explaining her trouble fitting
in.
Her English wasn't great and,
unfamiliar with the subtle differ-
ences of North American culture,
she has made a few faux-pas. Once,
when entering a friend's house, she
didn't remove her shoes.
"I had no idea that I have to do
that," she said.
She was also never set up with a
LINT mentor, who are assigned to
students coming on exchanges as
a sort of guide to help ease the
transition into a new setting. Not
having one made it all the more
difficult for her to adjust.
"It made it hard for me because
everything I had to do, I had to do
by myself," she said, noting she
since become a mentor so stu-
dents won't have to go through
what she did.
Not only was Esparza left to fig-
ure things out on her own, her
thick accent made it difficult for
her to communicate with most
people, making her feel self-con-
scious.
"You feel silly, that you are not
saying the correct thing," she
explained.
In one ofher tutorials, after ask-
ing her to repeat herself several
times, Esparza's prof gave up and
didn't call on her again.
With some work, Esparza has
improved her English and has
gone from having to repeat herself
to speaking fluently. This is one
reason why she feels that going on
exchange is important.
"You develop lots of skills like
language," she said.
Esparza is in her third year of
study at a post-secondary school,
her second at Laurier. She spent
her first year at Itam University in
Mexico City, a well-known school
in the Latin American nation with
ties to Laurier. "In Mexico,
[Laurier] is well known ... I like the
prestige of the university," she
said.
The two schools are fairly simi-
lar, except for one difference with
essays.
"I shouldn't say this, but [at
Itam] we honour plagiarism,"
explained Esparza. "It's not like
copying a whole book but you can
just take a note from it," she said.
She also explained that as long as
the book is included in the bibli-
ography, there is no need for any
direct attribution to the quote or
idea.
Last year, Esparza discovered
that Laurier's plagiarism policy
wasn't so lax. After copying a dia-
gram and including it in her
report, the TA quickly picked it up.
She was let off after explaining
herself but it taught her a lesson.
"Now I know that it's plagia-
rism," she said.
Although she had a bit of a
rough start after arriving in a new
country and starting at a new
school, Esparza has taken a liking
to Canada.
She is planning on staying per-
manently and pursuing a career in
public relations or marketing.
"I like it and I feel at home now,"
she said.
Brandon Currie
ADAPTING WELL - Laurier International student Claudia Esparza explains her difficulty adjusting in her first few
months at Laurier. She is now a mentor so she can help incoming students settle in at WLU.
Anti-American film packs
ciniplexes in Turkey
TONY FERGUSON
International Editor
It's the most expensive film ever
made in Turkey, with a budget of
$10 million (USD).
Valley of the Wolves: Iraq is
drawing record crowds and it's
rabidly anti-American.
One student, who was waiting
to see the movie for the second
time said, "It is anti-American, but
we already know what they've
done in Iraq. That's the reality.
Now we can see it on screen."
The movie has been reserved on
five separate screens at one of
Istanbul's biggest multiplex cine-
mas. Nearly all the seats are sold
out.
The movie portrays the real-life
incident of the arrest in July 2003
of Turkish special forces in north-
ern Iraq.
The soldiers were led out of
their headquarters at gunpoint by
US soldiers, who had put hoods
over their heads.
There was an apology from the
United States but the incident had
a deep impact with Turkey taking
it as national humiliation.
The film is riddled with scenes
portraying America in a bad light,
including a civilian massacre by
US troops at a wedding party, the
firebombing of a mosque during
evening prayer and multiple sum-
mary executions.
Viewers are also offered a
glimpse for the first time on the
big screen of the abuse that
occurred at Abu Ghraib prison.
"Our film's a sort of political
action," said script-writer Bahadir
Ozdener. "Turkey and America are
allies, but Turkey wants to say
something to its friend. We want to
say the bitter truth."
Turkish journalist Cengiz
Candar saw improving relations
between the US and Turkey before
the film was released. He now
fears that Valley of the Wolves will
allow Turkey to slip down the
slope ofanti-Americanism.
"It's pushing society to be
inward-looking and hostile to our
allies and would-be allies. This
kind of mentality will do no good
for Turkey," he said.
There was a mixed reaction
from the audience leaving the
multiplex in Istanbul.
"Everything we've been hearing
on the news about Iraq is in this
film," one woman said. "We con-
demn this war and will continue
to condemn it. But 1 dont see
America as our fundamental
enemy."
While this woman wasnt so
quick to lash out against America,
others weren't so lenient.
"I'm really upset after this, said
one man. "If 1 see an American
when I get out of here 1 feel like
taking a hood and putting it over
their head."
The film will be in European
theaters soon and will make its
way to Canadian and American
theaters shortly thereafter.
Contributed Photo
EVIL AMERICANS - Billy Zane and Gary Busey are cast as "bad Americans"
in the new Turkish film Valley of Wolves: Iraq that is drawing record crowds
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Article was clear enough, cartoon unnecessary
Helal Fattal, a Muslim who attends the University of Waterloo, reacts to the cartoon portrayal of Muhammad in last week's section
HELAL FATTAL
Cord International
Last Wednesday, The Cord Weekly
published an article entitled,
"Cartoon Ignites Muslim Furor".
At the top of this article, a pic-
ture which was circulated by the
Danish newspaper Jyllands-
Posten portraying the Prophet
Muhammad in a derogatory man-
ner was also published. This hap-
pened even though the current
international events have made it
clear that the picture is both offen-
sive and insulting to the Muslim
religion.
There was an attempt to censor
parts of the picture, namely the
eyes and the nose, which begs the
question: Why place it there in the
first place? The picture was still
clear enough to be recognized,
and still very insulting.
This all comes after the Jyllands-
Posten almost printed cartoons of
Jesus three years ago, but they did-
n't due to concern over there being
a public outcry as reported in
Guardian Unlimited, "Danish
paper rejected Jesus", on February
6, 2006.
The Muslim cartoons were
printed in defiance of a Danish
law that can fine or imprison for
up to four months anyone who
"publicly offends or insults a reli-
gion that is recognised in the
country." In this case, the Muslims
who went to court asking for this
law to be applied were thrown out.
One must ask, is this really an
issue of freedom of speech?
Islam does not permit any
imagery, whether in the form of
pictures or statues, of any prophet
or, even more importantly, of God.
This also demeans the prophets,
giving a false feeling that anybody
can fill their shoes, even though
they were chosen and raised by
God for mankind.
Some might argue that the pic-
ture was only placed there as a
representation of the topic being
discussed, but it was in no way
necessary. The article was clear
enough on its own and was
already offensive, with remarks
such as, "the backlash and vio-
lence that has erupted over the
cartoons has exposed the very
nature of the problem in many
Muslim societies."
Freedom of speech is enshrined
to protect speech that is widely
disagreed with, hated and even
considered blasphemous. But is it
there to protect people who slan-
der others, insult them or accuse
them of crimes? Where do the lim-
its lie, or are there no limits?
Imagine every country express-
ing to another what they really
think of them. Imagine how differ-
ent things would be if you said
every single thing that runs
through your mind to your
friends, your boss or your loved
ones.
This is true with all "freedoms,"
otherwise there would be anarchy.
Nobody can claim that we are
totally free to do or say whatever
we want.
Limits to personal freedoms are
set in order to organize how peo-
ple interact with one another. This
is why Islam views these as rights
and responsibilities rather than
freedoms".
These limits have been made
clear in Islam, and that is why it is
forbidden for us to insult the gods
or idols of others. Instead,
Muslims are told, "Invite to the
Way of your Lord with wisdom
[clear proof] and fair preaching,"
as opposed to the remark made in
the Cord article, "The newspaper
had a right and, it appears, a duty
to print the cartoons." Did the
newspaper have a duty to insult
Islam and Muslims?
Issues should be debated with
arguments that are backed up by
reasoning, not cheap insults. Such
would only be intellectual bank-
ruptcy, and in the case of the
Jyllands-Posten, pure hypocrisy.
McGill students STAND up for Darfur
University students join forces with other schools to launch a national campaign to persuade companies to cease operations in Sudan
MONTREAL (CUP) - McGill stu-
dents are leading what could well
become a nation-wide charge to
ensure that Canadian universities
aren't supporting violence in the
Darfur region of the Sudan.
The McGill chapter of Students
Taking Action in Darfur (STAND)
is the first to take steps toward get-
ting universities to divest from
companies who operate in the
Sudan. Clubs at Concordia
University, University of Western
Ontario, York University and
Queen's University are also expect-
ed to launch campaigns before the
end of the semester.
Emily Bennett, a member of
STAND-McGill, whose parent
organization has branches on at
least ten campuses in Quebec and
Ontario, said that one of the
immediate goals of the campaign
is to educate people about an
issue that has largely fallen off the
public's radar.
The crisis in Darfur began in
February 2003, when the Sudan
Liberation Movement/Army and
the Justice and Equality
Movement captured the airport in
the central Darfur capital of El
Fasher. The United Nations has
called it"the worst humanitarian
crisis in the world."
According to STAND, since 2003
Sudanese government forces and
government-backed ethnic mili-
tias known as "janjaweed" have
committed war crimes, crimes
against humanity and "ethnic
cleansing" in the Darfur region of
Sudan. The United Nations esti-
mates that as many as 200,000
people have died in the conflict
and two million people have been
displaced.
Bennett, a first-year Geography
and International Development
Studies student, said that the crisis
has been neglected for too long.
Daniel Dane, a member of
STAND at York University in
Toronto, said that the crisis in
Darfur is very serious, comparing
't to the Holocaust.
I m Jewish, so I grew up hear-
ing the motto 'Never again, never
a gain, he said. "Well, it's happen-
ing again."
In addition, some students say
it's important to ensure that their
universities' investments are
socially responsible.
"Personally, I don't want to
attend a school that, willingly or
not, is supporting the genocide,"
said Dane.
The process of divestment
varies at each university. At McGill,
STAND must submit three peti-
tions from different constituencies
at McGill, as well as briefing notes
and letters in support of cam-
paign, to a committee ofthe Board
of Governors, the University's
highest governing body.
So far, STAND has collected sig-
natures from more than 400 stu-
dents who support divestment;
the group is also circulating a peti-
tion to faculty members and is try-
ing to secure letters of support
from various academics knowl-
edgeable about the situation in
Darfur.
"We have no misconceptions.
We know this isn't the most direct
way, but we think it will be effec-
tive," said Bennett, explaining that
she hopes that the public atten-
tion generated by the campaign
will prompt Western governments
to provide more logistical, finan-
cial support to the African Union,
which in turn could provide help
to those affected by the situation.
STAND-McGill also filed a free-
dom of information request to
find out where McGill's endow-
ment fund investments lie, and
the group is now researching this
list to determine which companies
have ties to Sudan.
"We're basically paving the way
for other clubs, to let them know
what works and what doesn't,"
said Bennett.
However, Dane said clubs at
other schools may have difficulty
getting their hands on lists of their
universities' investment holdings,
because, under Ontario laws, uni-
versities have no obligation to
divulge such information.
Tara Tavender, a Concordia stu-
dent and co-chair of the STAND
Canada divestment campaign,
said that she does not expect
Canadian universities to have a lot
of money invested in companies
that work out of Sudan. She
emphasized that STAND hoped to
work cooperatively with universi-
ties on the issue.
"We don't want this to be us ver-
sus them," she said. "We want to
work as a team."
Contributed Photo
TAKING A STAND - From left to right: Josh Scheinert, co-chair of STAND Canada's divestment campaign, Emily Bennett, head of McGill's divestment cam-
paign, and Tara Tavender, co-chair of the STAND Canada divestment campaign show off petitions in the McGill Daily office.
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Haiti embroiled
in another crisis
René Préval supporters take to the streets of
Port-au-Prince to demand his elections as president
KEREN GOTTFRIED
Cord International
Tension in Haiti climaxed on
Monday as support for Rene
Preval, the leading presidential
candidate in the general election,
fell below 50 percent. With 90 pre-
cent of the ballots counted,
Haitians will likely have to go
through a second round of voting.
Tens of thousands ofprotestors
took to the streets in Haiti's capital
city, Port-au-Prince, demanding
that Preval be named president
and making accusations of ballot
mishandling. They barricaded the
city with burning tires, letting in
only Red Cross vehicles and jour-
nalists.
Tens of thousands of protestors
took to the streets in Haiti's capital
Port-au-Prince demanding that
Preval be named president
At least two men were found
dead, claimed by dozens of wit-
ness to have been shot by
Jordanian UN peacekeepers. UN
officials deny witness accounts,
claiming to have only shot into the
air.
"People, don't stay in the
streets," said interim Prime
Minister Gerard Latortue in a tele-
vised speech. "The transitional
government is not stealing your
vote."
Haitians have been waiting a
week for the election outcome,
and received mixed messages over
the weekend. "We came looking
for someone to give us the real
results," said one of the organizers.
"We did not come here looking for
violence."
Even with less than half of the
votes, Preval's 48.7 precent of the
vote is a commanding lead over
the other candidates. Leslie
Francois Manigat, his closest com-
petitor, came in with 11.8 precent.
Preval supporters fear that a sec-
ond round of voting will allow his
opponents to band together in
favour of Manigat.
The Organization of American
States (OAS) has asked Preval's
leading rivals to withdraw from
the run-off vote to avoid Haiti
plummeting back into anarchy.
Pierre Richard Duchemin and
Patrick Fequiere of the elections
council accused the vote tabula-
tion of mistreatment. "According
to me, there's a certain level of
manipulation," Fequire said.
Having been excluded from the
viewing process, he adds, "There is
an effort to stop people from ask-
ing questions."
He calls attention to 72,000
blank ballots, which are being
added to vote
totals, and effec-
tively lowering
each candidate's
percentage. A
spokesman from
the elections
council said blank
votes had not
been counted in
past elections.
Yasmine Shamsie, a Laurier
political science professor and
expert on the troubled Caribbean
nation, views the election opti-
mistically. "Haitians participated
in strong numbers, showing a
renewed belief in electoral politics
as a vehicle for change," she
explained.
Preval represents the impover-
ished majority of Haiti. While one
precent of the French-speaking
mulattos ownalmost 50 percent of
Haiti's wealth, the Creole-speak-
ing black majority live on about
one dollar per day. Shamsie hopes
Preval's political agenda bridges
the gap between the poor and the
elite.
Despite seeing the election as a
positive first step, Shamsie cau-
tions that "there is still much to be
done - political reconciliation and
disarmament will be key short
term objectives in the months
ahead."
Contributed Photo
YES, IT'S REALLY MUD - A Haitian woman eats a mudpie in the volatile neighbourhood of Cite-Soleil in Port-au-
Prince on February 9, 2006. Made of mud, mud pies are sometimes the only food available for the poor of Haiti.
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Incredible Student Ski Packages Available.
Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the CanadianFederation of Students. TICO #1324998
111111 Still over 20 sun^f
, performances left
' e ™'™
Don t miss out! ms£2sr"
The easy access pass onlyavailable fuH-time students. £. AluSome < ictiorts> en concerts apply '
Contrary to popular AjJ
With easy access you get tickets to \
every concert in the current KWS \
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I ?IS HIRING FOR MS
HIRING IS NOW OPEN FOR: Applications are available in the
WLUSP office, located on the bottom
Print Production Manager (Salaried) floor of Macdonald House residence
for students at the Waterloo campus.
Corporate Secretary Brantford st|jdents can jp
Online Production Manager (Honourarium) application forms from the Campus
Manager's office.
Human Resources Manager
Applications are due Monday
Copy Ed,ting Manager (Honourarium) Febmary 27; 2006 at 12:00pm .
.
,
, Waterloo - drop off applications at WLUSP Office
PnOtO Manager (Honourarium) Brantford - drop off applications at Campus Manager's Office
Information Technology Manager For more information contact(Honourarium) -
,Anthony Piscitelli, President of
. WLUSP at President@wlusp.com
W jj - or by phone at 519-884-0710 x3565.
l|p ACCELERATE
YOUR STUDIES!
mmmrnr'iMM Enrol in Distance Education This Summer
..JT»
"
g JH:' y."
-> 7fte University of Guelph is offering over 90 degree credit courses, so you can
HM|l I CATCH UP or GET AHEAD!
BABEJ REGISTRATION IS EASY...
nw
.
; $, 1. Identify the Course(s) you wish to take.
2. Obtain a Letter of Permission from your University.
3. Send us your registration as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
Registration Deadline: April 28, 2006
For further information, contact Mary Komarnitsky at:
Email: mkomarn@open.uoguelph.ca
or v/s/f us af:
www.open.uoguelph.ca
Your Learning —
Pane O Fun
This Week's Crossword
Across:
I. What bunnies do
4. What Barbies are
8. Mother
11. Alanis Morrisette song
13. Borealis
15. Sitting; inactive; quiet
16. Type of pin
17. Measure of how old someone
is
18. Often
19. Weed, Mary Jane, Wacky
Tabaccy, etc
20. A handwoven Scandinavian
21. Anger, irritate
22. As opposed to KMH
23. urday
26. Attention defic.... Hey! Look at
that!
29. Here, a la Shakespeare
30. Road en Francais
31. To slow or block
34. Type of song
37. Root vegetable
38. Egg dish
39. What 007 is
40. Savannah animal
41. Sheep noise
Down:
1. Exaggerated emotional behav-
ior calculated for effect
2. What metal is extracted from
3. What dolphins travel in
4. Wild outback dog
5. Group of eight
6. Labour, for Americans
7. Being very surf-like
8. Cow noise
9. Tolkien creature
10. Sanskrit epic principally con-
cerning the dynastic struggle and
civil war between the Pandavas
and the Kauravas in the kingdom
of Kurukshetra about the 9th cen-
tury B.C.
12. The tongue or pole of a cart or
other vehicle drawn by two ani-
mals
14. An island of the western Pacific
Ocean in the southern Mariana
Islands north of Guam
23. Person who sees
24. Effort
25. White things in your mouth,
help with chewing
26. Criminal fire
27. A cathedral, especially one in
Italy
28. A sandy tract or dune by the
seashore
32. Guide to land
33. Use a crowbar for this
35. A long white linen robe with
tapered sleeves worn by a priest at
Mass
36. Brewed beverage
Insanity Lite - Wish My Grass Was Emo... Written, Drawn and
Inked By: Jacob Duprey(... Then It Would Cut Itself)
Economic Comic By G.McCollum
Sydoku
HOW TO PLAY: Fill in theblank squares so that each row/column and
each block ofnine includes the numbers 1-9.
Weekly Bad Drawing
By Pete Cram
Last Week's Answers
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WIN MOVIE TICKETS/DVDS!
Successfully complete the Sydoku and bring it down to Angela at
the WLUSP offices (basement of Mac House).
Be the one of the first to complete the
Sudoku puzzle and win one of 4 packages
-m- aj| of 2 tickets to the February 23rd showing
/ Jl °112 Running Scared at 7pm at Galaxy
Make Mommy and C-3 an ar*' s * or Cord
Daddy Proud! •••and have something to show the parents for all those student fees!
7-7 rr Email ejoslin@cordweekly.com
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HTT7rrrrn~* J-I.VIJrj jrwi Dear desperate people,I do not have enough arrows to make every-
rm B,raid Buy a classified. Inquire at angela@wlusp.com
One Roommate Wanted 10-10-940 Discount Long Distance Cupid
Service
Anyone: available May 1/06, $381.65+ utili- Dear Jason,
ties per tenant per month, 12 month lease. Dial 10-10-940 before your long distance Will you be my Valentine'
Large deck, BBQ, dishwasher. Outside call. No contracts or signup. Calls appear Meg R yan f"\ tt *r *w -r i n-n _ 112
maintenance done for you. House with 3 on local Bell bill. 3.9 cents/minute Canada, A £\\ 112 \ 112 k .% I M T 1 if %
mature students currently in it. Call 725- 4.9 cenfs/minute USA. www.lolo94o.com 1 I 1 */ */ * \ I ik 112 . Ii
4828. for international rates. Dear Waterloo, J 1 I 1 I /| \\ \f J WPlease stop snowing. It's cold. i I A / 1 %| ]
11 Menno Street Much to do about everything
ma " I\// \ / \ t 1 j k
JeSUS " ' 4 fcr. .1. ..
Lease Sept. 1/06 to August 30/07. Licensed Deadlines approaching, conference paper Please be my valentine. / > AHIII T PMTCDTAIMI\iIPMT
group rental fors people, spacious 5 bed- due, review of literature to update? PhD in Jason / / "L,UL I E-IN I CIA I /AII\IIVIC_IN I
room, two complete bathrooms, ensuite social sciences available to assist with j i
free laundry facilities, free parking, 15 research, editing, grants, marking. By quo- ZAAA ...Where it's all abOLlt tsleilt!
minute walk to University. For appointment tation or hourly rate. Jcolwell@golden.net Thank you to passport Canada for speedily
call June or Don Smith, 416-491-1370, cell- processing my passport - I could have lost
phone 416-705-5648, email out on some serious goodtimes. Thanks to
turtleoos@rogers.com. Rent $355/person, Rankin for his threats over the LB fiasco - mrM ir% abb . ._* &■ ■ ■ ■-*-utilities extra. d rtT»] JF«1 Blair for coming through in a pinch and gen- l\/l I 1l\l II L\ w Z\ |\/| £\T I I|V WIH
eraily aggravating me to no end. Ash and IVI V/IN I O I LUIX IN I Oil I
Em - happy birthday. Now you know not to
23 High Street off Hazel Happy Valentine s Day to my ultra fabulous, fuck with Mike and I. You too Becky. Asses
smoking-hot roommates. Thanks Patty for were handed back on platters. Dude mmm m m ■ M m. ■ ■ ■
Lease May 1/06 to April 30/07, licensed the gazilhon BEAUTIFUL roses you had Pistons for showing spirit in the last half and IAfI 1% & |L" MV M V M I
group rental for 3 people, newly renovated, sent to my house this morning, it made my making ago of it. Next week will be better 1111 II ll I II I I 1 I
free ensuite w/d, private entrance, 3 large day! Thank you to everyone who helped me we just need some tans and Costa beers WW 111 %lr I W W !■
bedrooms, porch, backyard, close to shop- study for that hellish midterm. Silvia Im filled with Hep Ato get us back on the win-
ping, 15 minutes from University. For bringing your shoes back soon, I swear! ning track. Thanks to Geoff for organizin
appointment call June or Don Smith, 416- Cordies- you re a bunch of sexy beasts, this little sojourn between his commanding
491-1370, cellphone 416-705-5648, email love you all! 5 DAYS TIL NEW YORK!!!! drumming and bartending responsibilities.
turtleoos@roqers.com. $425 utilities includ- No SDace BB . _
ed xoxo Mishy (aka Pinchy)
pa B
| WEDNESDAYS WET T-SHIRT NIGHT
Thanks to all the ASAP committee mem- Holler
Rooms for Lease $485/month bers for all their hard work this year. j0 crew for allowing me to write this at
Shoutouts to my Apprentice team, Celine 2:l9am, Em for putting up with my S M ■ mm Mk m m m5 min. walk to WLU, pubs, shops. 53 and Briana, hope we dont get the board- romance-stifling job, Liverpool for taking 1A 112 I 3 U" I
Regina, detached brick licenced house, room. Thanks Emilie for reassuring me that down the Gunners and Blair for being clutch 1#If I l\l 1. » Fa Iavailable May 2006. Includes: high speed my drawings aren't crappy. Damn you on p'duction nights. Brother dawg, we're WWI I W WW ff I I ■
internet, cable, local phone, laundry, park- AutoCAD 2006 for being completely and pulling for your pops and the whole Jocius
ing, utilities, super clean, freshly painted, utterly incomprehensible. Happy Valentine's c| an . |'ve never met a finer bunch of
hardwood floors. Friendly roommates, great Day and sort-of-almost-maybe anniversary Lithuanians. 1271 VICTORIA STREET N. KITCHENER 886-7565
landlord. Call Noah 883-2745, noahjeha- to Jenners. Atcha Boy —
va@hotmail.com or Perla 905-884-4474,
perlalehava@yahoo.ca for more info. Deng Xio Shim
r ' g " m mm - rnrnmmmmiimmmiAmazing Summer Sublet Deal - ■-
700 ft from WLU, free parking, laundry, air } ■ ' ;
conditioning, new, less than 2 years old. 2 [ tfte MB
bathrooms, large kitchen and living room. j
Located at the corner of Hazel and Hickory. ' 1 s 1 V<
$300 + utilities. Call 747-4858 or email , \*ft / 1 ;j * _ v I
bellsooo@wlu.ca. 3 rooms available. Bill -
■
'
-■ ii
Starting May 1/06, excellent location, close
to everything. Downtown at WLU, near UW, ' I .
new, immaculate, open concept kitchen, H| ' '
dining room and living room open onto a pri- !is fVfmlmm .■ "... '
vate balcony, air conditioning, plus huge .1 .-■a.' junnwr'—-f
rooftop garden patio, great for relaxing or I a ■■■■■■MMUUIr/fj 112 riv , ,"s K, ««v. " . Jentertaining, washer/dryer free, free dish-
,
" "
. v- I
washer, free parking, gas heat, gas water H
heater, cheap utilities, on bus route, perfect J J i'jp? », fji ' ,-t »rnT * ■' s-for students, rents fast, must see. Only
$359 per room, per month, preference to a llMlSilS** i •'* ' iiir - ' <
group of 4, also accepting Is, 2's & 3's. Call 3 '■■ ■ •jfcmv/yp;; -'Stemr- • ■i- •
741-7724 www.acdev.ca for more info and ..
Available May - May j *
'
. ' |
3 bedroom triplex. Well kept with many gg§j
upgrades. 5 min walk to WLU. Secured ! ' P"'?''4**'enterance with individual locks to own tf t .. .•/, : H v all, *' \ ■ lip!''
room. $450 per month including utilities - >v■'
. 'V/.'.V »'"*• ,;-. 112 •' ™ . , £&Smmf | fr,. , % ®*| ffJHHHbasic cable - high speed internet - parking !■ r " ■ ./• .*"■*. ® : J Ib
- snow removal and lawn care. Coin laun- /. V.- ■' •-
*' 1& w i: "A Adry in basement. Please call 746-7709 to L. T:tt Ti^*,f'||^ymi"'**:i*'**'*"'i I » 112 f| A llf £/tview this exceptional property. '• ? , ... " y" • 1 *Sjjr•-5 'i BHI | |A§fc J|||M|
Reduced price! 4 and 5 bedroom units
Laundry, locked entrances,' 2 full bath- S4 j ® : . | K]*!"
www.maryellenrents.com. Call 572-5799, A" \m 9[ li't dSlfe '
XI Single also M
W
'
Adventure! Teach English Overseas.
TESOL Certified 5 days In-class, Online or life - ' '
by Correspondence. Overseas Job ,<pp # .
1-888-270-2941 orwww.globaltesol.com /'•'
Angies Restaurant # mxmSz
,
"
'
1 fmg'A •. , I : "
KftGhen, line cook and wait staff wanted
part-time, evenings, and weekend. Angie's fftWaterloo and St. Agatha. Call 886-2540.
~
—
Now Accepting Resumes
Ziggy's Cycle & Sport Ltd. is looking for : ! ...
like-minded students to join our Team for
the upcoming season Full-time and part- ! 0*"av*»'~e'T!*» i £ g. .
time positions need to be filled include: - 112.".
mechanics and sales people. Email • ,'4 ￿'■—«»—«*g i". ' -VAV V-' '->V<resumes to Marta at |p '
,
,/"'
'
"
2'9gys.cycle.sport@bellnet.ca or drop off to ■ KW|Ck^H^^nyVpH
our store at 417 King St. W, Kitchener lf#i||?|ifslf#l?4iPlfS■D||M!!i||rvf !*■I •
»/'«■; * ! - {.it i;-ai'lesfrT^''-"v-ife'fcV
NEED COMPUTER STUFF?! • > A, • ' il • • ''' . Tfci' 'Waterloo Networks is the student-voted #1 P-source for computer sales, service, & net- ilßlllllir* ■ •" • .1 ' 'W* ®„,- * 112working. Don't get hosed by the others - see t i •» ~r ** J® %*-w td . . • > . ~ ' !flwj.)|us first. Across from the AC. 747-5979 j " t'*' .• I 7\ T." ' " .** .r—\ " '' Awww.waterloonetworks.com nm i % i ' %: \ Mj ■ '
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Arts & Entertainment
Destination series on wrong track
DRU JEFFRIES
Film Critic
Remember the good old days? You
know, back in 2003 when the grass
was green, the air was clear, heads
rolled (sometimes literally), and it
was all in good fun?
I even wanted to cause a rift in
Death's design when I grew up.
Doesn't that sound peachy? Well,
let's just say that I'm thinking
about changing my five-year plan
after seeing Final Destination 3.
When we last left Death, he was
still kickin' ass and fixin' the fis-
sures that pesky kids keep ripping
in his grand scheme with their
damned visions! This time, he's
aiming his sickle at the high school
crowd, and who could blame him?
I'd rather die in an amusingly
complex and gratuitous way than
have to deal with the irritating
adolescents that he's taking out of
the picture.
Final Destination 3 is as deriva-
tive of the first two films as you'd
expect. Read the back of either's
DVD case and then add, "... but
with a roller coaster!" and you'll be
on the right track (pun intended,
of course). That said, these films
take us into fascinating territory, I
think, despite the fundamentally
juvenile approach that the various
directors and actors et al. choose
to take the material in. Watch
David Cronenberg's The Dead
Zone and see what the Final
Destination franchise could be like
if it respected its audience.
Instead of the thinking-per-
son's/Cronenberg approach, the
Final Destination films go in the
opposite direction. These films
operate on a veryrigid and sadistic
structure that involves pleasuring
the viewer by extending the period
before which a human being is
brutally killed. Red herring after
red herring is thrown out, willy
nilly, until finally each character
bites the inevitable dust. The view-
er lets out a sigh ofrelief and, most
significantly, whimsy as the char-
acter finally dies.
And it worked in the first two. It
was fun, but in Final Destination
3, they take away our glee, ask us
to feel for these barely one-dimen-
sional characters. Take the second
big set-piece, in which two ditzy
and anorexic teen airheads die by
tanning booth (not kidding). The
characters are both 17-years-old,
but that doesn't stop the director
from including their naked breasts
in the frame at all times. We
voyeuristically watch them sing
"Love Rollercoaster" (how ironic)
until their flesh starts bubbling
and they both die in a fiery, gooey
mess. Scenes like this aren't fright-
ening; they're just uncomfortable.
Some things, on the other hand,
are inherently scary. Unexplained
wind—sort of. Circuses at night-
getting warmer. Tony Todd as
Satan—Hell yes. But I don't think
that Final Destination 3 wants to
scare you, and it doesn't want you
to revel in its needlessly gory rep-
resentations of death, either.
This film occupies that middle
ground, where you just kind of sit
in your seat and feel badly. Not for
the characters on screen, but for
yourself. It's a self-pity movie. Now
why didn't anyone think of this
sub-genre before?
Contributed Photo
Another year, another Grammy awards
Kanye West, Green Day and U2 take home some hilariously large gramophones
DAVE RICCI
Cord A&E
Last Wedneswday, the very best of
mainstream music came together
for a night of endless awards and
attention-grabbing performances.
The big success story of the
night was the five-Grammy win by
the self proclaimed greatest band
in the world, U2. Among their five
wins, U2 took home the top-hon-
ored Album of the Year award for
their latest release, How To
Dismantle An Atomic Bomb.
Friends and collaborators
Kayne West and John Legend each
took home three awards.
Justifiably, Legend won the presti-
gious Best New Artist Award; beat-
ing out musicians such as Fall Out
Boy and Keane. Kayne West
received Best Rap Album of the
Year; beating out such main-
stream giants such as Common
and 50 Cent.
Punk rockers Green Day
received a well-deserved Record of
the Year Grammy for their smash
hit, American Idiot.
Every award show is bound to
have a few shocking victories.
Kelly Clarkson beat out legends
Mariah Carey and Bonnie Rait and
'It' girl Gwen Stefani for Best
Female Pop Performance for her
song, "Since U Been Gone".
Like Clarkson, lowa-based
metal act Slipknot beat the odds
and won their first Grammy. After
six years of being consecutively
nominated in the metal category,
Slipknot finally took home the
Best Metal Performance trophy for
their track, "Before I Forget".
Many up-and-coming indie acts
like Arcade Fire and Death Cab For
Cutie received nominations for
Best Alternative Album.
Nonetheless, it was The White
Stripes who beat out fresher acts
showing that talent only grows
better with age.
British electronic royalty The
Chemical Brothers also took home
two awards for Best Dance
Recording and Best
Electronic/Dance Album for their
latest release, Push The Button.
Fellow Brits The Gorillaz took
home Best Pop Performance
Collaboration With Vocals for their
recording "Feel Good Inc" featur-
ing rap legends De La Soul.
But a night of awards is never
complete without some star stud-
ded performances. The Staples
Centre was treated to an all-star
tribute to funk Legend Sly Stone
with artists such as Joss Stone and
Maroon 5 took to the stage to play
classic cuts from the Stone cata-
logue. At one point, Stone himself
took to the stage and momentarily
graced the crowd with his key-
board skills.
One of the most innovative
points occurred when Sir Paul
McCartney took to the stage with
Jay-Z and Linkin Park. After per-
forming the mashed up hit
"Numb/Encore", McCartney slid
onto the stage and performed the
classic, "Yesterday".
With another Grammy ceremo-
ny in the books, music fans will
have to wait another year for an
evening ofglamour and prestige.
Contributed Photo
DRILL SARGEANTS - Kanye West performs with bandmate Jamie Foxx.
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CBC and mainstream musical masturbation
SARAHKIM
The Window
TORONTO (CUP) - If you can't
remember the last time you lis-
tened to the radio, the next time
you do, turn your dial to 99.1 FM at
11:30am.
Anyone who is even the least bit
of a music snob will enjoy CBC
Radio One's The National Playlist,
hosted by Jian Ghomeshi, former-
ly of the now defunct CBC TV pro-
gram, >play. The show combines
wit and critical commentary to the
music we may or may not love.
The concept of the daily 30-
minute show is simple. Ghomeshi
invites Canadians who are affiliat-
ed with the music industry, such
as songwriters, producers, colum-
nists and the like, and asks them
for 50 seconds, to pitch a song that
they believe should be on the
playlist. Then, in a pretentiously
cultural fashion, debate if the song
is worthy enough for their tastes.
This is no Top 40 Pop count-
down. The songs that have been
pitched range from Neil Young's
Heart of Gold to Your Ex-lover is
Dead by Stars. With this in mind,
this show isn't for every music
snob. If you hear someone talking
about how awesome Belle and
Sebastian are, and you shudder in
disgust, stay away.
I enjoy the show quite a bit.
However, the musical masturba-
tion becomes somewhat cumber-
some—you need to enjoy it with
moderation. Sometimes you just
like a certain song and there's no
need to give an intellectual reason
as to why it's influencing the
music industry or your life. You
just like the song because you like
the way it sounds.
Many of us are out there: those
who scoffat the indie music scene,
but secretly devour anything that
diverges from the mainstream.
Still, give The National Play List a
listen. You'll learn a lot about
music you haven't heard yet, and
also hear songs you haven't heard
in a long time. However you look
at it, at the end of the day, you've
done your duty for this country by
listening to and supporting
Canadian media.
MUSIC ADDICT - Jian Ghomeshi, host of CBC Radio One's The National Playlist, where guests pick favourite songs.
Before beginning the gentle
"Morning Light", Barber encour-
aged the crowd to "sway mitten in
mitten with your partner", a fitting
remark as the sweet ballad
recalled quieter Ryan Adams
songs. "Like Lightning" failed to
justify its analogy, weakened by
cliched lyrics, but a cover of
Costello's "Peace Love and
Understanding" became a set
highlight for appreciative fans.
The Edge's Barry Taylor acted as
emcee for the night, and by this
the stage was completely wasted.
Simultaneously expressing his dis-
tasteful love of "Toronto hookers"
and claiming to be a "homophobe,
but will fuck a guy," his unprofes-
sional but laughable stage pres-
ence was the perfect compliment
to the next band.
The Salads, who unfortunately
replaced Pilate for this prime slot,
tried too hard to grab the audi-
ence's attention. Their cover of
"Today It's Your Lucky Day"
showed Chuck Daily's lack of
singing ability, but at least the
crowd seemed interested.
"Get Loose", with a ska rhythm,
brought a bit of diversity to the
table, but was marred by indistinct,
over-distorted guitar. At the best of
times, The Salads came across as a
cross between Limp Biscuit and
Smash Mouth. Enough said.
Mobile were a similarly disap-
pointing affair, but an increasingly
large crowd gave them confidence
in their U2-esque anthemic quali-
ty- A muddy sound dominated by
bass guitar waned the audience's
attention, but further through
their set, quality improved.
Out of my head" was a more
mainstream, Killers-style rock
song, with a dancing drum rhythm
slowly appeasing disgruntled
members of the beer tent. Cover
Message in a Bottle" ended their
set on a high note, though ulti-
mately Mobile failed to make the
impact they should have.
Finally, what the audience was
waiting for. Less than a year ago,
Bedouin Soundclash would have
been at the bottom of the bill, but
a remarkably quick ascendance to
stardom has catapulted their sta-
tus as Canada's premier reggae-
rock trio.
"Living in Jungles" was a great
choice for their opener, showcas-
ing the surprisingly strong stage
presence of the three-piece band.
Following this came "Shelter",
with it's chiming guitarand sing-a-
long quality, allowing the crowd to
dance along while fighting off
frostbite. "I appreciate you guys
coming here in the cold" thanked
frontman Jay Malinowski, before
Bedouin Soundclash stormed
through favourites "Jeb Rand" and
"Gyasi Went Home". Eon Sinclair
proved the necessity of a good
bass player, adding vital groove to
each song. "Music My Rock"
twanged along playfully as the
Kingston trio proved why they
headlined Polar Jam.
Next came a cover ofThe Clash's
"Rudie Can't Fail", blended with
The Ramones, providing a short
history of Bedouin's influences.
"Shadow of a Man" was followed
by the more mainstream, alt-rock-
ing "Santa Monica" before "New
Year's Day" recalled the spirit of
previous Laurier performances.
Malinowski thanked the audi-
ence for their support before eas-
ing into the hit "When the Night
Feels My Song" as a Fitting finale
and relief for hundreds of numb-
ing bodies.
Hazy green light filtered
through the frosty air as Jay and
co. closed an eventful day of most-
ly superb rock entertainment. And
if you looked closely, perhaps you
would have spotted a tear in the
singer's eye, playing at Laurier for
most likely the last time.
Young artists on
stage at Jam
- From POLAR JAM, page 24
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Polar Jam Special
University Stadium freezes over
Despite poor attendance, WLU and UW's joint festival, Polar Jam, did suceeded in
offering an admirable array of talented young Canadian bands
ALEX HAYTER
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Last Friday, Laurier and Waterloo
students squeezed into their mit-
tens, doubled up their socks and
zipped up their anoraks in prepa-
ration for what was supposed to
be the biggest musical event the
city had ever seen. Though audi-
ence numbers were ashamedly
small for the first handful of tal-
ented acts, the first half of the
show was not to be missed.
As massive heating fans kicked
in, K-W's The Stars Here warmed
up the stage with their anthemic
rock antics to a diminutively
sparse and squinting audience.
Patrick Finch's vocals recalled
an early Bowie, and coupled with
refreshingly un-cliched rock guitar
riffs, The Stars Here came across as
a truly talented troupe. It was a
short but sweet set, with a handful
of unreleased material. From the
quality on songs on display, it's
sufficient to say that this band is
destined for further fame.
Burlington's The Next Best
Thing were up next, defrosting the
atmosphere with their Jamaican
reggae groove.
Unlike typical North American
reggae bands, TNBT attempt to
recreate a literal Jamaican vibe,
complete with full-blown accents
and vocal sound-effects. Ibis was
all a bit unconvincing to the audi-
ence, the majority of which
seemed to take TNBT as the comic
relief of the day.
The band didn't to know if they
wanted to be the next Barenaked
Ladies or something entirely dif-
ferent. "Slow Down" had a catchy
chorus, and closing songs about
drinking in the park and liquor
stores roused the tiny audience,
but ultimately repetition marred
the band's efforts.
Hibakusha's singer Paul
MacLeod sauntered casually
onstage looking cozy in a scarf,
while crowd numbers registered at
'shitty' oil the Richter scale.
Bringing a unique sound faintly
reminiscent of early 90's rock,
Paul's live vocals oddly resembled
Michael Stipe after a testosterone
pill overdose. The Carlisle band
blazed through songs off of their
debut, notable highlights being
"Moped Song" and a roaring
"Televangeline".
"Bobby Sands" mixed heavy
rock choruses with Placebo-esque
verses, while guitar-work on other
tracks distinctly recall a Holy
Bible-era Manics. Definitely one of
the better bands of Polar Jam.
Next, Hamilton's baby-faced
heart-rocker Tomi Swick fought
the increasing snowstorm with his
brand of soul-wrenching ballad
tunes. "A Night Like This" proved
itself as a live track, as Tomi wooeci
the female members with his
stunning voice singing "it couldn't
be anyone else here".
New tracks like "See You Again"
(dedicated to his recently passed
away mother and grandmother)
brought a slow-tempo, heart-felt
atmosphere to the sub-zero
University Stadium.
"Holy shit, it is cold!" the young
singer exclaimed before continu-
ing his set. Tribal drums welcomed
"Come in Two's" as the band
ended the set with Tomi's vocal
chords stretched to their fantastic
limits. Chatting after his show,
Swick remarked that "you get a lit-
tle nervous without a sound-
check, [but) overall it was just real-
ly fun." Swick will now be flying to
England to produce his debut
album. "We're getting a town-
house, and Flood, who did The
Marble Index album, is coming
over to engineer my stuff, which
should be cool," he explained.
Toronto nians
Controller.Controller opened their
set with the infectious "PF", as cute
singer Nirmala smiled while rock-
ing along to the band's disco-beat
punk. Wah guitar cut through her
demanding refrain of "ask me what
I did today", as the raw power of
Controller.Controller's live show
became unquestionable.
Guitarist Scott Kaija waggled his
frosted fingers to fight the cold,
while drummer Jeff Scheven
looked toasty warm in a monster-
mask balaclava. "If you skipped
class today, thank you" chirped
Nirmala before sensually dancing
to the Gang of Four-influenced
spike-punk of "Watch". Her voice
was somewhat subdued, as the
rhythm section was quite over-
powering at times. This unfortu-
nately lead to some samey-sound-
ing songs.
Still, more than anything,
Controller.Controller proved that
they're not just style over sub-
stance.
Matthew Barber, next on the
bill, brought forward his radio-
friendly style of wholesome easy-
rock goodness, and crowd num-
bers gradually melted from the
beer-tent up to the stage.
Predictably opening with "Soft
One", Barber got heads nodding
and sing-a-long frolics began as
the crowd shuffled their ice-cube
feet.
Jordan Jocius
JAY MARLEYOWSKI - Bedouin Soundclash headlined the sub-zero festival.- See POLAR JAM page 23
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